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TRAVELS NOW AND THEN

© Christopher Earls Brennen

DEATH VALLEY 1970

1970
Camping trip to Death Valley, Easter 1970
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There are two main centers of visitor activity
in Death Valleyv: Furnace Creek. the principal
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point of interest and most convenient start for
trips to the southern half, and the Stove Pipe
Wells area, which is the most convenient start
for trips to the northern half, including the val-
ley, and the mountains on both east and west.

NORTH

Average driving time, plus visiting time, and
round trip mileages are given from Stovepipe
Wells Village. Miles for individual places of in-
terest are also given on the map. Follow road
signs and drive carefully.

Salt Creek. (22.4 miles round trip; 2 hours).
A free-flowing stream having inch-long pupfish.
descendents of a species that lived in the last
great lake that filled the valley. Along the way
you can see the Devils Cornfield |arrowweeds
that look like cornstalks in a saltflat), and can
take the turnoff to the Sand Dunes on the north
side of the road.

Mosaic Canyon (5 miles round trip; 1/2 hour).
Drive to the end of the road and take a walk to
getanintimate experience of a small canyon with
interesting rock patterns.

Wildrose Station. (68.8 miles round trip; 2
hours). Drive down Emigrant Valley with a choice
of three side trips into the mountains. Skidoo
{13.8 miles round trip; 2 hours from paved road)
is the ruins of an old mining town. Aguereberry
Paint (13.8 miles round trip; 2 hours from paved
road) affords a magnificent view of the valley
and the east mountains. Mahogany Flat (15.6
miles round trip: 2 hours from paved road) takes
you pastthe Charcoal Kilns up to Mahogany Flat
Campground and the 7.6-mile trail to Telescope
Peak, highest point in the national monument.

Titus Canyon (one way westward; 26 miles; b
hours). You may want to take the short loop to
the ruins of the old mining town of Rhyolite.
Titus Canyon is an uphill drive through pale-
colored hills to Red Pass, then down to Leadville
ruins into and along the bottom of Titus Canyon,
a spectacular example of erosion. This is a nar-
row, winding, steep, dirt road frequently closed
by storms. Check with a park ranger before
starting this trip.

Scottys Castle (90.8 miles round trip; 5 hours).
This is the desert mansion of a millionaire and
his friend, Death Valley Scotty. A 45-minute
trip through the castle leaves at frequent inter-
vals throughout the day. A trip to Ubehebe Cra-
ter (17.4 miles round trip and 1 hour from the
castle) will let you see a volcanic crater one-
half mile across and 800 feet deep. Near the cra-

file:///C:/FilessIBOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travdeathvalley70.htm
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Average driving time, plus visiting time, and
round trip mileages are given from Furnace
Creek. Miles for individual places of interest
are also given on the map. Follow road sig——

Dantes View. (52.4 miles round trip; 5 hours).
A magnificent panorama of the valley a mile
below and the Panamint mountains a mile above
you, across the valley. Side trips to: Zabriskie
Paint (0.4 mile round trip; 1/4 hour) for color-
ful and dramatically eroded hills; 20-Mule Team
Canyon (one-way road; 2.7 miles; 1/4 hour) to
travel one of the old freight routes into the val-
ley; and Ryan (3 miles round trip; 1/2 hour) to
see an old mining town.

Badwater Road to Ashford Junction. (88 miles
round trip; 4 hours). The Badwater Self-guiding
Auto Tour booklet describes this trip from the
visitor center to Badwater, including side trips
to Golden Canyon, Artists Drive, Devils Golf
Course, and Natural Bridge. Badwater is the
lowest point to which you can drive in the West-
ernHemisphere. Beyond it, the road rises gently
to Ashford Mill, the ruins of an old gold mill,
near the junction to Westside Valley Road.

Westside Valley Road. ( 88 miles round trip;
3 hours). A beautiful scenic trip along the valley
floor—the historic route of the 20-mule team
borax wagons. Turnouts to Bennetts Well, the
ruins of £agle Borax Works, Shortys Weil, ©~ >
Bennett-Arcane Long Camp at Tule Spring, a. _
the Dayton-Harris grave.

The Badwater-Westside Valley round trip from
the visitor center is about 88 miles, with side
trips and turnout stops. You should allow 8
hours for the full trip—and take lunch.

Harmony Borax Works and Mustard Canyon.
{5 miles round trip; 1/2 hour). Inspect a well-
preserved processing plant and drive through a
colorful canyon.

ADMINISTRATION

Death Valley National Monument, established
onFebruary 11,1933, coversalmost 3,000 square
miles. It is administered by the National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. A su-
perintendent, whose address is Death Valley,
Calif. 92328, is in immediate charge. He and his
staff have offices in the visitor center, which is
open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except holidays.

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR —the
Nation’s principal natural resource agency—has
a special obligation to assure that our exper

6/11
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ter is the road south to the Race Track (54 able resources are conserved, that renewab
miles round trip; 4 hours). You drive through a resources are managed to produce optimum
back-country mountain valley to the mud-flat benefits, and that all resources contribute to
bottom of an old lake. Check with a park ranger the progress and prosperity of the United States,
before starting this trip. now and in the future.

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travdeathvalley70.htm 7



9/18/21, 10:35 AM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

ﬂw&,( AR ANV B T o BT S el amd o Tawm, diedy

%Wﬂw,fdﬁawm;&w wuhw&%%w,g@

il it diien, s ot e

H z \ A 4 .. o i = o S f"‘ S A o e 2 <]

M D - ol tndid s o "o conp ol ol

B Qﬁiiﬁiﬁwm s Wy B | Codiiads wha comt, wel wu
, e

BE Y AR P, U2 R g ) %'““’LT

Gl coticbe - gl o o, | B foiir, o5 B

ol W e ko Mo g o { BV
mmw%&& ke o Soord Nhnsr |, S Ko Qeids flged
™A wm Ut Wl U8~ corth pamt Wk Mm
e e O’ \Mwuq B Toal Do Sl Gt -

¥ N A P f

file:///C:/FilessIBOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travdeathvalley70.htm 8/11



9/18/21, 10:35 AM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

Badwater and the Dunes, Death Valley
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Scotty's Cas-tle, Death Valley
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