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Qantas Group check-in times                                  International Terminal                               Domestic Terminal 

Australian and New Zealand terminals** QF 001 – 399 QF 400 and above 

International First / Business Closes 60 minutes before departure N/A 

International Economy / Premium Economy Closes 90 minutes before departure N/A 

Domestic Business / Economy Closes 60 minutes before departure 45 minutes before departure* 

Qantas codeshare services (QF Flight numbers 
operated by Jetstar) 

Check in opens 3 hours before departure 
Closes 60 minutes before departure 

Check in opens 2 hours before departure  
Check in closes 30 mins before departure 

Australian and New Zealand terminals JQ 001 – 399 JQ 400 and above 

Jetstar StarClass / Economy Check in opens 3 hours before departure 
Closes 60 minutes before departure 

Check in opens 2 hours before departure  
Check in closes 30 mins before departure 

*A 30 minute check-in applies if you have carry on baggage only. Boarding will commence 20 minutes prior to departure.  ** Please check with the local Qantas office for check-in time 
at all non-Australian/New Zealand ports. Ensure you adhere to check-in times or your fare may be forfeited. 

Qantas Group Carry On Baggage Allowances (except infants) 

Route Piece Allowances and Dimensions Weight Allowance 

Australian and New Zealand Domestic All classes: 2 x 105cm (41in) bags or 
1 x 105cm (41in) bag plus 1 x 185cm (62in) non rigid garment 
bag or 1 x 115cm (45in) bag 

7kg (15lb) per piece 

All Dash aircrafts 1 x 105cm (41in) bag 4kg (9lb) per piece 

All International Routes* First/Business/Premium Economy: 2 x 115cm (45in) bags or 
1 x 115cm (45in) bag plus 1 x 185cm (62in) non rigid garment bag 

Economy: 1 x 115cm (45in) bag or 1 x 185cm (62in) non rigid 
garment bag 

7kg (15lb) per piece 

Qantas codeshare services (QF Flight 
numbers operated by Jetstar) 

1 x 115cm (45in) bag plus 1 x 185cm (62in) non rigid garment bag 10kg (18lb) total 

Jetstar Economy 1 x 115cm (45in) bag plus 1 x 185cm (62in) non rigid 

garment bag 

10kg (18lb) total 

Jetstar StarClass 2 x 115cm (45in) bag plus 1 x 185cm (62in) non rigid 
garment bag 

20kg (44lb) total 
 

*International flight to or from Australia, the United States, Japan, New Zealand or Vietnam: visit qantas.com/baggage or the “Travel Info – At the Airport” page of Jetstar.com for 
important information regarding carry-on baggage restrictions. Visit qantas.com or Jetstar.com for information about baggage for infants. 

Checked Baggage Allowances (except infants) 

Route Piece Allowances and Dimensions Weight Allowance 

Australian Domestic Total dimensions* of each piece must not exceed     
140cm (54in) 

Business: 30kg (66lb) 
Economy: 23kg (50lb) 

All Dash aircrafts (excluding travel to/from 
Lord Howe Island* and Mount Hotham#) 

Total dimensions* of each piece must not exceed     
140cm (54in) 

23kg (50lb) total 

New Zealand Domestic Total dimensions* of each piece must not exceed     
140cm (54in) 

Economy: 23kg (50lb) total 
Infants: 10kg (22lb) total 

Travel To/From USA,  

US Territories, South America and 
Canada via the Pacific** 

First: 2 pieces - Total dimensions* of each piece must 
not exceed 158cm (62in)                                                             
Business: 2 pieces - Total dimensions* of the 2 pieces 
must not exceed 270cm (106in) with no 1 piece 
exceeding 158cm (62in) 
Premium Economy/Economy: 2 pieces - Total 
dimensions* of the 2 pieces must not exceed 270cm 
(106in) with no 1 piece exceeding 158cm (62in) 

First: 32kg (70lb) per piece 
Business: 32kg (70lb) per piece 
Premium Economy: 23kg (50lb) per piece 
Economy: 23kg (50lb) per piece 
Infants: 1 piece at 10kg (22lb) 

All other International  First: 40kg (88lb) 
Business: 30kg (66lb) 
Premium Economy: 23kg (50lb) 
Economy: 23kg (50lb) 
Infants: 10kg (22lb) 

Jetstar Economy Maximum dimensions at qantas.com/jetstarbaggage 20kg (44lb) total 

Jetstar StarClass Maximum dimensions at qantas.com/jetstarbaggage 30kg (66lb) total 

~ Before you travel, check the baggage allowances with the applicable carrier. This includes codeshare partner flights, that  is, flights with a QF number operated by another carrier.  * Total 
dimensions are measured by adding together the width, height and depth of the bag.  ** If your itinerary includes a flight to/from the USA, US Territories, South America and Canada via the Pacific 
you are entitled to two pieces (one piece for infants) of checked baggage on all Qantas and QantasLink operated flights within your itinerary++ regardless of whether these flights appear on the same 
or a separate ticket. You will be required to provide proof of your international ticket at check-in indicating travel to/from or via the USA, US Territories, South America or Canada.                                  
+ For Lord Howe Island the piece and weight allowances are 1 piece maximum 14kg (30.2lb) total.  # For Mount Hotham 1 kit consisting of not more than 1 pair of skis, 1 pair of stocks, 1pair of 
boots, 1 piece of baggage or 1 snowboard.  ++ Valid for the duration of your international ticket, or up to a maximum of 12 months from the date of the first flight to/from the USA, US Territories, 
South America or Canada – whichever date falls first.  ̂Visit the “Travel Info – At the Airport” of Jetstar.com for additional Jetstar baggage information. 

Note:  Stowage limitations apply on some QantasLink operated services. Baggage may at times need to be transported on a different flight to the passenger. Domestic travel is defined as travel not 
combined with any international flights. International travel is defined as travel between two or more countries including any flights within those countries when they are combined with international 
travel. 
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ADVENTURES AROUND THE WORLD

© Christopher Earls Brennen

Hike I2. Knox, Red and Hancock Gorges,
Karijini National Park

Hiking time: 5.5 hours
Estimated hiking distance: 1.8 miles (2.9 kilometers)
Elevation gain: 300 feet (91 meters)
Topo Map: Karijini National Park, Western Australia
Difficulties: 1 rappel of 20ft, 4 long swims over 100m, one over
300m, one protected
traverse of 60m
Special equipment: Helmet, harness, rappel device,
one 100ft rope, about 8 carabiners, wetsuit (all
equipment provided on guided descent)
Permit: Guided Tour with West Oz Active (www.westozactive.com). Price: A$215
ACA Rating: 3C III

Characteristics

Karijini National Park, at 6274 square kilometers the second largest Park in Western Australia, is a jewel
hidden away in the outback of northwest Australia, in a region known as the Pilbara. This desert landscape
is covered with grass called spinifex and scattered with a variety of trees. Huge termite mounds are a
feature of the scenery that is almost devoid of people. In the cooler months the land is covered with yellow-
flowering cassias and wattles, northern bluebells and purple mulla-mullas. After rain many plants bloom
profusely.
The wildlife includes red kangaroos, euros, wallaroos, echidnas, geckos, goannas as well as a
large variety of birds and snakes including pythons.

Today the Pilbara is home to a few remnants of the original Aboriginal inhabitants
and to some scattered
mining operations that, nevertheless, exercise considerable influence
over most of the affairs of the region.
Karijini National Park (which used to be called the Hamersley Range
National Park) is the traditional home
of the Banyjima, Kurrama and Innawonga Aboriginal people, the new name Karijini meaning ``hilly place"
in the Banyjima tongue. Evidence of their occupation dates back more than 20,000 years.

Karijini is special because here the Joffre River and its tributaries
have cut deep, vertical gorges into what is
otherwise a flat and quite featureless desert landscape. During
the summer, rains fill the aquifers in the
ancient rock of this land and the resulting springs cause water
to flow in the gorges for most of the year.
This water has cut narrow and crennelated canyons
that provide a number of spectacular canyoneering
adventures. About a mile-long stretch of the main canyon is known as the Red Gorge though the
watercourse further downstream is known as the Wittenoom Gorge.
The Red Gorge lies at the heart of these
adventures and, like its major tributary Joffre Gorge, it contains long
cold pools bounded by vertical red
walls. As described below, some planning is required to comfortably negotiate these pools. The principal
tributary gorges that feed into the Red Gorge are Joffre, Hancock, Weano and Knox
Gorges. Only Joffre
and Hancock can be ascended (though, in the case of Hancock, this requires some technical
equipment);
consequently all canyoneering adventures consist of a descent through one of these gorges and
an end-of-
day ascent through either Hancock or Joffre. In this account we describe a descent through Knox
Gorge, a
trip up Red Gorge and an ascent via Hancock Gorge. In the companion adventure the descent is through
Weano
Gorge and two alternative ascents aof Joffre Gorge are described.

Since the winter months of July, August and September bring rain and the water is very cold and since the
plateau temperatures can be very hot in the summer, the best time to visit is probably in the fall months of
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The Knox Gorge Slide
(Photo by Brydie O'Connor)

April or May. There are only a couple of campgrounds in this widely spread out Park and only one place to
find a bed for the
night or a meal, namely the new Eco-Retreat (http://www.karijiniecoretreat.com.au) that,
in addition to a campground, rents tents with beds. The Retreat (22o23.176'S 118o16.602'E) is also the hub
of all current Park activities and is within hiking distance of the gorges described above. If you plan to
follow either of the adventures described here, I would recommend that you sign up for a guided tour with
West Oz Active Adventure Tours (http://www.westozactive.com.au)
based at the Eco-Retreat who provide
all the equipment you need. The owner, Danny Francis (email: info@westozactive.com.au) is the local
canyon expert. If you wish to canyoneer on your own then you need to have a nationally recognized
accreditation to abseil (rappel) and be lead by a qualified and acredited leader.

Trailhead

It is not easy to get to Karijini National Park. One way is to drive about 750mi (1200km) north from Perth,
mostly along the lonely Great Northern Highway (the park is just north of the Tropic of Capricorn).
Another way is to fly from Perth to Paraburdoo, a small mining town whose airport is the closest to the
park, and rent a car. This airport also serves the slightly larger mining town of Tom Price, 50mi (80km)
away. The Eco-retreat is another 50mi from Tom Price, and a large part of this is dirt road.

This adventure requires a car shuttle. To deposit the return vehicle, exit the Eco-retreat
(22o23.176'S
118o16.602'E), turn right and drive
about 6mi (10km) to the end of the road at the Weano Picnic Area and
the Weano and Hancock trailheads (22o21.476'S 118o17.143'E). Park the return vehicle here and then
drive
back past the Eco-retreat for 8.5mi (14km) to the junction with Banjima Road. Turn left heading for the
Knox
Gorge trailhead and overlook. After 2mi (3km) turn left again, following the signs for Joffre
Falls/Gorge and Knox Gorge. The road to the Joffre Falls overlook branches left after 1.3mi (2km) but you
continue on for 2.5mi (4km) to the end of the road at the Knox Gorge overlook and trailhead (22o22.271'S
118o17.778'E).
The trail down to the bottom of the gorge begins beside the information board.

Hike

From the Knox Gorge trailhead information board hike
down the steep trail to the bottom of Knox Gorge. You may
wish to walk a short distance upstream (right) in order to
view a beautiful, verdant pool decorated with Native Fig
trees and Paper Bark Gums. Then hike downstream past
other small pools as the gorge begins to narrow and the
vegetation disappears. About 1hr from the start you arrive
at the start of the narrows where you first descend into a
waist-deep pool before encountering a notice that warns you
of the dangers immediately ahead. A narrow steep section
of about 30yds follows before the bottom drops out. You
are now at the top of the Knox Slide and there
are two
descent options. The first option is to rappel down the 35ft
drop using the three solid bolts installed in the left wall as
the anchor; this rappel requires a swimming disconnect in
the deep pool at the
bottom. The second and much
commoner option is a sliding descent. This involves a slide
of about 25ft before being launched into a free-fall of
another 12ft. You land in a deep cliff-ringed pool about 35ft
in diameter. It is an easy swim to the slot exit from this
pool. However
the slot is only about 30ft long and, at the
end of it, you encounter another vertical drop of about 20ft
into another cliff-ringed pool. Here, however, you must
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rappel since the pool is usually only knee-deep
in the
landing area. For this rappel there are bolts installed in the
left wall. Once at the bottom, the pool
deepens near the discharge slot and you must again swim to that
narrow slot exit. Here logs caught in the slot ease the climb out of the pool. The exit slot is very short and
you almost immediately emerge into the much broader Red Gorge. This exit from Knox Gorge is at
22o21.941'S 118o17.915'E, 0.52mi and 2hrs from the morning start.
Your route upstream in Red Gorge is to
the left.

At the Knox Gorge exit, you immediately face the first major swim/float though you may choose to swim
first
to the gravel bar just opposite the exit in order to prepare for the Red Gorge transit. This is where you
should
deploy any swimming or floating aid you have brought (an inner tube?) for there are four long
swims/floats
ahead. In particular, a floating aid like an inner tube will allow you to enjoy the splendour of
the Red
Gorge and to avoid hypothermia for the water of the Red Gorge pools is deep and cold (since they
don't get much sunshine). The transit of the Red Gorge from the Knox Gorge exit to Junction Pool involves
four
long, canyon-filling swims/floats, the first, second and fourth being about 100yds long while the third
is over 300yds long. The boulder flats between these swims are short. The third pool
is particularly scenic
and decorate with small beaches with fig and gums trees. After the fourth pool you will
pass the
spectacular, 120ft Weano Falls on your right; a descent of these falls is included in the second Karijini
adventure in this collection. Junction Pool is just beyond Weano Falls and encompasses the exits of both
Joffre Gorge and the much smaller
Hancock Gorge. You should reach Junction Pool at 22o21.688'S
118o17.379'E about
3.5hrs from the start having covered just 1.2mi. Usually there is a welcome patch of
sunshine
on the rocky beach of Junction Pool and it provides a nice lunch spot. High above Hancock Gorge
you will be able
to see the Junction Pool overlook that is as close as many tourists get to this gorge.

Parenthetically it is worth noting that there are two possible continuations of this adventure. One possibility
that we will not cover here would be to continue upstream through Joffre Gorge. This transit through Joffre
Gorge to Joffre Falls is about 2.7mi (4.4kms) long and takes at least 6hrs since it involves many additional
swims/floats similar to those of the Red Gorge. The terminus is the spectacular Joffre Falls
that are adjacent
to the Eco-Retreat. The climb out of the Joffre Gorge is on your right about 50yds before the falls
themselves. The ascent route up a steep side canyon is clearly marked with yellow triangles and
the trail at
the top leads back to the Eco-retreat just about 100yds away.

However, we describe here another option, namely an ascent of Hancock Gorge. Not only is this more
spectacular
but it is also much shorter than the Joffre Gorge option. First you must swim across Junction
Pool to the narrow
opening leading into Hancock Gorge. Just inside the gorge there is a flat area where you
should pack your floatation device and otherwise prepare for the climbing ahead. Just about 20yds into the
narrow and deep gorge you turn left and arrive at the bottom of the long narrow
cascade known as the
Chute that drops about 100ft down through some of the oldest rocks in the world. The climb up the Chute is
quite straightforward; you should pause to inspect these layer of rock some
2.5 billion years old. At the top
of the Chute you turn left and arrive at a much wider and flatter section with a large pool that you can pass
on the left or right. This is followed by a small cascade that leads up to the bottom of the cliff-ringed
Regan's Pool.

The beautiful Regan's Pool is named after the volunteer rescue team member,
Jim Regan, who was swept to
his death in the Chute by a flash flood that occured while he was participating in a rescue in Hancock
Gorge. The other rescuers (and the injured
person) survived the flash flood by being beached before the
Chute. To ascend Regan's Pool you need to follow
a high ledge on the left that is equipped throughout its
length by secure bolts. The guided tours set up a safety line here and provide each customer with cowtails
to secure themselves as they traverse about 60ft
above the pool. Non-guided canyoneers should split into
pairss and execute a horizontal pitch (or two) using carabiners and the line of permanent bolts to secure
their traverse. Care is needed here since the much-used footholds can be very slippery when wet.

Above the short cascade that leads to Regan's Pool you encounter another lovely pool known as Kermit's
Pool.
This is the point where hikers must halt during a descent of Hancock Gorge if they are not equipped
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with technical gear so you may encounter an audience at this point. You can bypass Kermit's Pool on either
the
left or the right. A narrow section known as the Spiderwalk follows and this ends in a broad section
known
as the Amphitheater. Here the raw rock of the gorge ends and the canyon becomes more open and
greener. You should reach this point about 5hrs after the morning start.

Upstream of the Amphitheater, there are several moderately long pools that
can either be waded/swum or
bypassed by the narrow ledges on the left. This is followed by a 100yds section of easy hiking that leads to
a ladder on the right that marks the start of the climb out of Hancock Gorge. You climb the 20ft ladder (at
22o21.516'S 118o17.117'E)
and proceed up the steep trail to the plateau above. The Hancock Gorge
trailhead and the Weano picnic
area where you should find the return vehicle are just a few yards away at
22o21.476'S 118o17.143'E. The hike should take about 5.5hrs during which
you will have travelled 1.8mi.

Back to table of contents

Last updated 6/11/09. 
Christopher E. Brennen
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ADVENTURES AROUND THE WORLD

© Christopher Earls Brennen

Hike I3. Weano and Hancock Gorges,
Karijini National Park

Hiking time: 4.5 hours (including ascent through Hancock Gorge)
Estimated hiking distance: 1.2 miles (1.9 kilometers)
Elevation gain: 300 feet
Topo Map: Karijini National Park, Western Australia
Difficulties: 1 rappel of 130ft, one protected
traverse of 60m, two
swims, one about 60m
Special equipment: Helmet, harness, rappel device,
one 200ft rope, one 150ft recovery cord, about 8
carabiners, wetsuit (all equipment provided on guided descent)
Permit: Guided Tour with West Oz Active (www.westozactive.com). Price: A$215
ACA Rating: 3C III

Characteristics

Karijini National Park, at 6274 square kilometers the second largest Park in Western Australia, is a jewel
hidden away in the outback of northwest Australia, in a region known as the Pilbara. This desert landscape
is covered with grass called spinifex and scattered with a variety of trees. Huge termite mounds are a
feature of the landscape that is almost devoid of people. In the cooler months the land is covered with
yellow-flowering cassias and wattles, northern bluebells and purple mulla-mullas. After rain many plants
bloom profusely.
The wildlife includes Red kangaroos, euros, wallaroos, echidnas, geckos, goannas as well
as a large variety of birds and snakes including pythons.

Today the Pilbara is home to a few remnants of the original Aboriginal inhabitants
and to some scattered
mining operations that, nevertheless, exercise considerable influence
over most of the affairs of the region.
Karijini National Park (that used to be called the Hamersley Range
National Park) is the traditional home of
the Banyjima, Kurrama and Innawonga Aboriginal people, the new name Karijini meaning "hilly place" in
the Banyjima tongue. Evidence of their occupation dates back more than 20,000 years.

Karijini is special because here the Joffre River and its tributaries
have cut deep, vertical gorges into what is
otherwise a flat and quite featureless desert landscape. During
the summer, rains fill the aquifers in the
ancient rock of this land and the resulting springs cause water
to flow in the gorges for most of the year.
This water has cut narrow and crennelated canyons
that provide a number of spectacular canyoneering
adventures. About a mile-long stretch of the main canyon is known as the Red Gorge though the
watercourse further downstream is known as the Wittenoom Gorge.
The Red Gorge lies at the heart of these
adventures and, like its major tributary Joffre Gorge, it contains long
cold pools bounded by vertical red
walls. The principal tributary gorges that feed into the Red Gorge are Joffre, Hancock, Weano and Knox
Gorges. Only Joffre and Hancock can be ascended (though, in the case of Hancock, this requires some
technical
equipment); consequently all canyoneering adventures consist of a descent through one of these
gorges and
an end-of-day ascent through either Hancock or Joffre. In this account we describe a descent
through Weano
Gorge and an ascent via Hancock Gorge.

Since the winter months of July, August and September bring rain and the water is very cold and since the
plateau temperatures can be very hot in the summer, the best time to visit is probably in the fall months
of
April or May.

file:///C/Files/BOOKS/EXPLORE/world/slides/krjini2.htm
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There are only a couple of campgrounds in this widely spread out Park and only one place to find a bed for
the
night or a meal, namely the new Eco-Retreat (http://www.karijiniecoretreat.com.au) that, in addition to
a campground, rents tents with beds. The Retreat (22o23.176'S 118o16.602'E) is also the hub of all current
Park activities and is within hiking distance of the gorges described above. If you plan to follow either of
the adventures described here, I would recommend that you sign up for a guided tour with West Oz Active
Adventure Tours (http://www.westozactive.com.au)
based at the Eco-Retreat who provide all the
equipment you need. The owner, Danny Francis (email:
info@westozactive.com.au) is the local canyon
expert. If you wish to canyoneer on your own then you need to have a nationally recognized accreditation to
abseil (rappel) and be lead by a qualified and acredited leader.

Trailhead

It is not easy to get to Karijini National Park. One way is to drive about 750mi north from Perth, mostly
along the lonely Great Northern Highway. Another way is to fly from Perth to Paraburdoo, a small mining
town whose airport is the closest to the park, and rent a car. This airport also serves the slightly larger
mining town of Tom Price, 50mi (80kms) away. The Eco-retreat is another 50mi from Tom Price, and a
large part of this is dirt road.

This adventure begins and ends at the Weano Picnic Area that is adjacent to both the Weano and Hancock
Gorge
trailheads (22o21.404'S 118o17.093'E). From the entrance to the Eco-retreat
(22o23.176'S
118o16.602'E) turn right and drive about 6.5mi (10kms to the Weano Picnic Area. Park there.

Hike

From the Weano Picnic Area (22o21.404'S 118o17.093'E) hike past the information shelter and down the
steps into the bottom of Weano Gorge (22o21.459'S 118o17.217'E). At the bottom of the steps and just
upstream there
are some lovely pools that are worth stopping to admire. Then, almost immediately as you
start down the canyon, the gorge begins to narrow and there is a canyon-spanning pool where you need to
wade. Beyond this is a short
section with trees and greenery. But the canyon soon narrows further to a dark
slot only about 4ft wide. After about 50yds this slot suddenly opens up to a large circular pool known as
Handrail Pool (22o21.568'S 118o17.352'E), 0.4mi and 30min from the
start.

Handrail Pool gets its name from the short section of railing that aids your short descent from the slot to a
ledge on the left that runs most of the way around the pool. Be sure to use this railing for the footing here
is
very slippery and falls are a frequent occurence at this spot. Handrail Pool is deep and makes for a most
pleasant swim on a hot day but other opportunities to swim lie ahead. The exit from Handrail Pool is a
slightly
wider slot and the next section is a deep wade and swim through a dark narrow section of canyon.
At the end
of the swim the gorge continues narrow, turns and drops fairly steeply to the narrow gate that
marks the entrance to Jade Pool. Care is needed here for, again the footing is slippery and, just beyond the
entrance, there is a drop of about 10ft to the surface of Jade Pool. There are bolts placed in the wall of the
slot
leading to the Jade Pool entrance and it is wise to use these to prevent an uncontrolled slide into the
pool.
The bolts extend through the entrance gate and around to the wide ledge on the right above the pool.
You should reach Jade Pool about 1hr after the morning start.

Jade Pool is a deep and lovely swimming hole surrounded and almost enclosed by towering rock walls.
Whatever sun filters down turns the water to a shade of gorgeous pale turquoise. You can proceed along the
ledge on the right
about 10ft above the water surface or you can jump into the pool and enjoy swimming out
through the narrowing exit to another short section of slot. After a short cascade you follow ledges on the
right that bring you out to another large open area and pool with broad rock flats to the right. As you come
out onto
these rock flats you will see ahead of you a window through which you see the far side of Red
Gorge. This
is almost the end of Weano Gorge. You should reach this point about 1hr 20min after the
morning start
having travelled just 0.55mi.
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Descending Weano Falls

The water exits this last big, unnamed pool, proceeds through the window and drops 120ft down Weano
Falls (22o21.684'S 118o17.434'E) to the bottom of Red Gorge. Ledges on the right through the window lead
to the rappel anchor, 2 solid bolts joined by a chain, positioned
above the drop down the line of the falls.
From this anchor you rappel 120ft) down the very slippery face of Weano Falls to a pool with a swimming
disconnect. It is a short swim to the rocky beach beside Junction Pool which is just a very short way
upstream to the right. You should reach Junction Pool
(22o21.695'S 118o17.364'E) about 2.5hrs from the
start having travelled
0.63mi.

Junction Pool encompasses the exits of both Joffre Gorge
and the much smaller
Hancock Gorge, with the exit from
Weano Gorge just downstream. Usually there is a welcome
patch of sunshine
on the rocky beach of Junction Pool and
this makes for a nice lunch spot. High above Hancock
Gorge you will be able to see the Junction Pool overlook
that is as close as many tourists get to this gorge.

Parenthetically it is worth noting that there are two possible
continuations of this adventure. One possibility
that we will
not cover here would be to continue upstream through
Joffre Gorge. This transit through Joffre Gorge to Joffre
Falls is about 2.7mi (4.4kms) long and takes at least X hrs
since it involves many swims/floats similar to those of the
Red Gorge. The terminus is the spectacular Joffre Falls
that
are adjacent to the Eco-Retreat. The climb out of the Joffre
Gorge is on your right about 50yds before Joffre Falls. The
ascent route up a steep side canyon is clearly marked with
yellow triangles and
the trail at the top leads back to the
Eco-retreat just about 100yds away.

However, we describe here the second option, namely an
ascent of Hancock Gorge. Not only is this more spectacular
but it is also much shorter than the Joffre Gorge option.
First you must swim across Junction Pool to the narrow
opening leading into Hancock Gorge. Just inside
the gorge there is a flat area where you should pack your floatation device and otherwise prepare for the
climbing ahead. Just about 20 yds into the narrow and deep gorge you turn left and arrive at the bottom of
the long narrow
cascade known as the Chute that drops about 100ft down through some of the oldest rocks
in the world. The climb up the Chute is quite straightforward; you should pause to inspect these layer of
rock some
2.5 billion years old. At the top of the Chute you turn left and arrive at a much wider and flatter
section with a large pool that you can pass on the left or right. This is followed by a small cascade that leads
up to the bottom of the cliff-ringed Regan's Pool.

The beautiful Regan's Pool is named after the volunteer rescue team member,
Jim Regan, who was swept to
his death in the Chute by a flash flood that occured while he was participating in a rescue in Hancock
Gorge. The other rescuers (and the injured
person) survived the flash flood by being beached before the
Chute. To ascend Regan's Pool you need to follow
a high ledge on the left that is equipped throughout its
length by secure bolts. The guided tours set up a safety line here and provide each customer with cowtails
to secure themselves as they traverse about 60ft
above the pool. Non-guided canyoneers should split into
pairs and execute a horizontal pitch (or two) using carabiners and the line of permanent bolts to secure their
traverse. Care is needed here since the much-used footholds can be very slippery when wet.

Above the short cascade that leads to Regan's Pool you encounter another lovely pool known as Kermit's
Pool.
This is the point where hikers must halt during a descent of Hancock Gorge if they are not equipped
with technical gear so you may encounter an audience at this point. You can bypass Kermit's Pool on either
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the
left or the right. A narrow section known as the Spiderwalk follows and this ends in a broad section
known
as the Amphitheater. Here the raw rock of the gorge ends and the canyon becomes more open and
greener. You should reach this point about 4hrs after the morning start.

Upstream of the Amphitheater, there are several moderately long pools that
can either be waded/swum or
bypassed by the narrow ledges on the left. This is followed by a 100yds section of easy hiking that leads to
a ladder on the right that marks the start of the climb out of Hancock Gorge. You climb the 20ft ladder (at
22o21.516'S 118o17.117'E)
and proceed up the steep trail to the plateau above. The Hancock Gorge
trailhead and the Weano picnic
area where you should find the return vehicle are just a few yards away at
22o21.476'S 118o17.143'E. The hike should take about 4.5hrs during which
you will have travelled 1.2mi.

Back to table of contents
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Africa,   August 2009  
***************** 
  
Aug.14  Fri   B, C & D:  Fly CO28    EWR 18.25hrs – LHR  6.45hrs   (AF8DPH for B&C)   
   A:         Fly Emirates 421   PER 22.30hrs – DUB 5.45hrs          
    
Aug.15  Sat    A:         Arrive DUB on Emirates 421 at 5.45hrs 
                         A:               Fly Emirates 719    DUB 10.40hrs – NBO 14.50hrs          
                      Met by Felix at Nairobi Airport 
   B, C & D:   Arrive LHR at 6.45hrs   
                         B, C & D:   Fly British Airways BA65    LHR 10.20hrs – NBO 20.55hrs 
                                            Met by Felix at Nairobi Airport 
   All:             Stay in Nairobi 
 
Aug.16  Sun     Flight from Nairobi to Arusha – leaves Nairobi Wilson at 13.00hrs 
      Drive to and stay at Serena Mountain Village hotel 
                           
Aug.17  Mon    Safari 
 
Aug.18  Tues    Safari 
 
Aug.19  Wed    Safari 
 
Aug.20  Thur   Safari 
 
Aug.21  Fri       Safari 
 
Aug.22  Sat      Safari 
 
Aug.23  Sun     Drive to Arusha.   
                         All:            Fly Arusha to Nairobi, arr. Nairobi Wilson at 15.00hrs     
                         B, C & D:  Fly BA64                         NBO 23.10hrs -  LHR  5.55hrs 
    A:         Fly Emirates 722             NBO 23.35hrs – DUB  5.35hrs 
   
Aug.24  Mon    B, C & D:  Arrive LHR on BA64 at 5.55hrs               
    B & C:      Renaissance Hotel, Heathrow (early check in confirmed) 
    D:              Fly CO29                         LHR 10.25hrs – EWR 13.15hrs 

  A:         Fly Emirates 424             DUB 10.05hrs – PER  00.55hrs 
 
Aug.25  Tues    Avis Rental Car ? 
                          Drive to Oxford 
               Visit Blenheim  Palace?   
    Stay at Black Swan, Minister Lovell             
 
 
 



 
 
Aug.26  Wed    Drive through Cotswolds to Binton 
    Visit Warwick Castle               
    Stay at Blue Boar, Binton 
 
Aug.27  Thurs   Visit Stratford-on-Avon    
    Attend Royal Shakespeare Theater, “As you like it”               
                          Stay at Blue Boar, Binton 
 
Aug.28  Fri       Drive to Templetons 
    Stay with Templetons                           
            
Aug.29  Sat     Stay with Templetons 
 
              
Aug.30 Sun     Fly Birmingham to Belfast? 
 
 
Aug.31 Mon     
 
 
Sep.1   Tues     
 
 
Sep.2  Wed     
 
            
Sep.3  Thurs   
 
            
 
Sep.4  Fri        Visit Devenish Island? 

7.30pm Reunion Dinner, Manor House, Enniskillen  
  Stay at Manor House  
 
Sep.5   Sat      ? -  
  Stay at Manor House?  
            
Sep.6   Sun      Drive to Aldergrove 

Fly CO95   BFS 11.20hrs – EWR 13.45hrs (AF8DPH) 
            
 



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 1/32

TRAVELS NOW AND THEN

© Christopher Earls Brennen

AFRICA 2009



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 2/32



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 3/32



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 4/32



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 5/32



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 6/32



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 7/32



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 8/32

  



9/17/21, 12:51 PM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travafrica09.htm 9/32

Arusha

  

Arusha and Tarangire National Park

  

Tarangire National Park
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Tarangire National Park

  

Tarangire National Park

Tarangire National Park
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Tarangire National Park

  

Tarangire National Park

  

Tarangire National Park
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On the way to Ngorogoro Crater

  

On the way to and at Ngorogoro Crater

  

Ngorogoro Crater
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????

  

????

  

Masai village
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Masai village

  

Masai village

  

Masai village
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Masai village

  

Masai village

  

Masai village
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Masai village school

  

Masai village school and Olduvai Gorge

  

Serengeti National Park
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Serengeti National Park

  

Serengeti National Park

  

Serengeti National Park
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Serengeti National Park

  

Serengeti National Park

  

????
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????

  

Serengeti National Park

  

Serengeti National Park
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Serengeti National Park and Ngorogoro Crater

  

Ngorogoro Crater

  

Ngorogoro Crater
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Ngorogoro Crater

  

Ngorogoro Crater

  

Ngorogoro Crater
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Ngorogoro Crater

  

Ngorogoro Crater

  

Ngorogoro Crater
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Ngorogoro Crater and on the way home

Sun. Aug.23, 2009


Fly BA64 from Nairobi to LHR

Mon. Aug.24, 2009


Renaissance Hotel, Heathrow

Tues. Aug.25, 2009


Avis Rental Car. Visit Oxford and Balliol College. Visit Blenheim Palace. Stay Black Swan, Minister Lovell

  

Balliol College, Oxford

  

Oxford, England
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Oxford, England

  

Black Swan and Minister Lovell, Oxfordshire

  

Black Swan and Minister Lovell, Oxfordshire
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Black Swan and Minister Lovell, Oxfordshire

  

Black Swan and Minister Lovell, Oxfordshire

Black Swan and Minister Lovell, Oxfordshire
Aug.26 Wed Drive through Cotswolds to Binton
Visit Warwick Castle Stay at Blue Boar, Binton
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Burford

  

Burford

Burford
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Welford-upon-Avon

  

Welford-upon-Avon

  

Warwick Castle
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Warwick Castle

  

Warwick Castle

Warwick Castle
Aug.27 Thurs Visit Stratford-on-Avon Attend Royal Shakespeare Theater, “As you like it” Stay at Blue Boar, Binton
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Anne Hathaway's Cottage, Stratford-upon-Avon

  

Anne Hathaway's Cottage, Stratford-upon-Avon

  

Anne Hathaway's Cottage, Stratford-upon-Avon

Aug.28 Fri Drive to Templetons


Stay with Templetons

Aug.29 Sat Visit Chatsworth with the Templetons
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Chatsworth

  

Chatsworth

  

Chatsworth
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Chatsworth

  

Chatsworth

Sun. Aug.30, 2009


Flew BE412 from Birmingham to Belfast Harbor



Stayed at Londonderry Arms Hotel in Carnlough

Aug.31 Mon, Aug.31, 2009 
Drove the Antrim Coast Road. Stayed

Sep.1 Tues, Sep.1, 2009

Sep.2 Wed, Sep.2, 2009

Sep.3 Thurs, Sep.3, 2009

Sep.4 Fri Drive to Manor House, Enniskillen


7.30pm Reunion Dinner, Manor House, Enniskillen 

Stay at Manor House

Sep.5 Sat Drive to Aldergrove 
Pub visit with Michael Brennen 
Stay near Aldergrove

Sep.6 Sun Fly CO95 BFS 11.20hrs – EWR 13.45hrs (AF8DPH)

Sun. Sep. 6, 2009


Flew CO95 from Belfast to Newark

Back to table of contents
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IRELAND 2009

Sun. Aug.30, 2009


Flew BE412 from Birmingham to Belfast Harbor



Stayed at Londonderry Arms Hotel in Carnlough

Londonderry Arms, Carnlough

Aug.31 Mon, Aug.31, 2009 
Drove the Antrim Coast Road. Stayed at Hotel at White Rocks, Portrush

  

Carrick-a-Rede

  

Carrick-a-Rede
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Carrick-a-Rede

  

Kenbane Castle and Port Braddon Chapel

  

Portballintrae
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Denis Badger House, White Rocks

  

White Rocks

  

Dunluce Castle

  

Dunluce Castle
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Dunluce Castle

  

Portrush

Sep.1 Tues, Sep.1, 2009. Drove to Portstewart. Stayed with Colin and Diane Brennen

  

Portstewart Harbor
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Old Tricycle

Sep.2 Wed, Sep.2, 2009. Drove to Magherafelt. 
Visited Rainey Endowed School, parents graves and old houses 
Stayed at the Terrace Hotel, Magherafelt

  

Badger and Brennen gravesites, Magherafelt

  

Rainey Endowed School, Magherafelt
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Frances Badger's home, Magherafelt

  

Frances Badger's home, Magherafelt

Barbara and Paula, Magherafelt
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Mweelrae, old Badger home, Magherafelt

  

Mweelrae, old Badger home, Magherafelt

Sep.3 Thurs, Sep.3, 2009. Drove to Donegal. Stayed in O'Donnell's Bar and Grill

  

Donegal Castle, Donegal

  

Donegal Castle, Donegal
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Slieve League, Donegal

Sep.4, 2009 Fri Drive to Manor House, Enniskillen


7.30pm Reunion Dinner, Manor House, Enniskillen 

Stay at Manor House

  

Manor House Hotel, Fermanagh

Sep.5, 2009 Sat Drive to Belfast 
Visit Belfast and Royal Victoria Hospital



Pub visit with Michael Brennen 
Stay near Aldergrove

  

Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast

Sep.6, 2009 Sun Fly CO95 BFS 11.20hrs – EWR 13.45hrs (AF8DPH)
from Belfast to Newark

Back to table of contents

Last updated 7/30/99. 
Christopher E. Brennen
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