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TRAVELS NOW AND THEN

© Christopher Earls Brennen

JAPAN 2004

Fri. Feb.27
Fly UA891 from Los Angeles to Narita, Tokyo.

Wed. Mar.3
Fly UA890 from Narita, Tokyo, to Los Angeles.
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TRAVELS NOW AND THEN

© Christopher Earls Brennen

BAJA 2004

Summer, 2004. Doreen and I along with Dana and her children and Kathy and her children drove down to Baja,
California to a coastal resort hotel just south of Rosarito Beach (perhaps Punta Azul?) where we vacationed for several
days.
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England, Ireland, August/September 2004.  C.E.Brennen.  
********************************************** 

Aug. 17   Tues     Fly UA LAX to SFO 9.50am-11.09am (VZLNKU)  
      SFO to LHR  

Aug. 18   Wed      Arrive Heathrow      Dinner – Three Magpies? 
Stay Park Inn, Heathrow (La Meridien)(XDPLD) 

Aug. 19   Thurs    Avis Car rental 9am (33332896US2)    
Drive to Stratford – check in Blue Boar Inn
Royal Shakespeare Theater seats Q5,Q6,Q7 
Stay in Blue Boar Inn  

Aug. 20   Fri        
Stay in Blue Boar Inn  

Aug. 21   Sat        
Stay ??  

Aug. 22   Sun      Fly BHX to ORK AerArann406. 19.45-21.15pm   
Avis Rental Car at Cork (37713474US1) 
Travelodge Kinsale Road Roundabout (127844632)

Aug. 23   Mon      Drive to Portmagee Pier (Kenneth Roddy) 
Trip to Skellig Michael (Kenneth/Joe Roddy) 

   Stay in Scariff Inn, Caherdaniel       

Aug. 24   Tues        
   Stay in Scariff Inn, Caherdaniel       

Aug. 25   Wed        

Aug. 26   Thurs        

Aug. 27   Fri        
Fly AerArann303 ORK – BHR 17.25-18.35 

Avis Rental Car (37714458US5) at Belfast Harbor 
Stay at Mills   

Aug. 28   Sat        



Aug. 29   Sun        

Aug. 30   Mon        

Aug. 31   Tues        

Sep.  1   Wed        

Sep.  2   Thurs        

Sep.  3   Fri        

Sep.  4   Sat        

Sep.  5   Sun        

Sep.  6   Mon      Lunch w. Derrick Crothers 

Sep.  7   Tues     Fly BHS-LHR BM 11.05-12.30pm  
Fly UA LHR-IAD 4.30pm- 
IAD-LAX       - 11pm
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IRELAND 2004
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Balliol College, Oxford and Minister Lovell

Minister Lovell and Bosworth Field
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Boat to Skellig Michael

Skellig Michael

Skellig Michael
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Skellig Michael

South Peak trail, Skellig Michael

South Peak trail, Skellig Michael
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On South Peak, Skellig Michael

On trail to monastery, Skellig Michael

The Monastery, Skellig Michael
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At the Monastery, Skellig Michael

At the Monastery, Skellig Michael

At the Monastery, Skellig Michael
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At the Monastery, Skellig Michael
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Dingle Peninsula
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Staigue Fort

Killarney

Blarney Castle
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Blarney Castle
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Mills place, Lisburn
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Rathlin Island

Bruce's Cave, Rathlin Island

Bruce's Castle and West End, Rathlin Island
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South End, Rathlin Island

Titanic Slip, Belfast
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TRAVELS NOW AND THEN

© Christopher Earls Brennen

Slieve Gallion 2004

Slieve Gallion is the easternmost summit of the Sperrin Mountains in the western part of Northern
Ireland.
Rising to 1730ft and only the 398th highest mountain in Ireland, it would rank as no more than
a small pimple in most
landscapes. But the broad flat summit, a blanket bog of wet heather and
continual rainfall, is world's away
from the green rolling farmland just 1500ft below for, at this high
latitude, the weather changes rapidly with elevation. On the southwest,
the water runs off into a lovely
mountain lake, Lough Fea by name.
The crystal clear
water has sustained people for thousands of years
for, on a small hill
in the townland of Ballybriest just 1/4 mile away,
there are the remains
of several
neolithic long cairn graves. The views from there are
superb in all directions, northeast to the barren
summit of Slieve Gallion,
southwest to Lough Fea and far off to the western horizon of the Sperrins.
Only important chieftains could have warranted such an immortal view.

Slieve Gallion



9/18/21, 10:53 AM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

file:///C:/Files/BOOKS/TRAVELS/travels/travgalion04.htm 2/4

Near-island in Lough Fea

Growing up in the village of Magherafelt just a few miles away, Slieve
Gallion and Lough Fea
represented the only real wilderness within the
domain of my ramblings. My father loved to explore the
narrow mountain
roads that snaked up into the heather and around the lake. We would often
take
Sunday afternoon drives to places like Carndaisy Glen, a beautiful
wooded glade on the slopes
of Slieve
Gallion. On a warm summer Sunday, a picnic might be planned for
the glen or for the shores of Lough
Fea itself. We especially liked the
wooded near-island
that jutted out from the south shore of the lough,
a mound with a symmetry
that suggested some ancient human shaping. I remember one Sunday
in June
1952 when
my youngest brother Colin, aged six, nearly drowned and my father dived
deep into Lough
Fea to recover and revive him. And every few winters, as in
1955, there would be a spell
of weather
cold enough that Lough Fea would freeze over and we would mount
an ice skating expedition.

The year of 1958 marked my last as a Boy Scout for I had found many other
diversions. However,
before leaving, I had striven to complete one of the more
advanced ``badges'' or awards that scouts
could earn. One of the requirements
for that badge was to undertake an overnight hike in a desolate
area.
The obvious choice was an adventure on Slieve Gallion. Peter Burton was a
class mate and a
fellow member of the local scout troop and he and I formed
a plan for the overnight hike. We would
hike the five miles from Magherafelt
along the local roads to Carndaisy Glen where we knew of some
grassy camping spots by the stream that ran through the glen. On our way to
Carndaisy Glen, I recall
that we may have cheated a little by accepting a
ride on a tractor for several miles. In any case we
pitched our tent by the
stream in the glen and cooked some flapjacks (made from flour, butter
and
water, I think) on the hot rock beside our camp fire before turning
in for the night.

Slieve Gallion
(Photo by Eugene Kielt)

In the morning, after breakfast, we set off up the lovely glen as it
climbed onto the slopes of Slieve
Gallion. I particularly remember the patches
of irridescent bluebells. Perhaps it was they that caused me
in the years
that followed to associate flowers with Slieve Gallion. Indeed, when I
took up oil painting
many years later, my
first effort was entitled ``Flowers on the way to Slieve Gallion''. Though
it is of
little artistic merit, I still keep that painting tucked away in a
closet.

To return to the hike, we emerged from the top of the glen
and transitioned onto the heather-covered
moorland that covers most of the
high ground on the mountain. Here the going got tougher for there
were
fewer tracks to follow and the heathland was mostly soggy underfoot.
As we reached the broad
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summit of the mountain, it began to rain and the day
became quite miserable. We slogged our way
across seemingly endless
moorland, the rain having penetrated all of our clothing. Peter became quite
dispirited and I can recall having to urge him on. It was my first experience
of wilderness loneliness,
my first sense of being at the mercy of nature.
Not that I felt much fear for, even then, I had great
confidence in both
my physical endurance and in my navigational ability. It probably only took
a few
hours but after three miles of off-road travel we were back on
established trails and descending the
other side of the mountain.
Once back onto those paved lanes, I regained confidence
that we could
complete the last four miles of the hike without having to call
for assistance. Coincidentally, the
sun
came out and I recall saundering down the mountain road
with satisfaction in my accomplishment while
also revelling in the beauty of the
drying countryside.
We completed the hike by road through
Desertmartin and back to Magherafelt
with plenty of daylight to spare.
That adventure was my first real
challenge in the outdoors and one whose success
stayed with me the rest of my life. It also created a
special affection
within me for Slieve Gallion, the mountain that would witness other
moments of joy
and sadness during my life.

Corporal Albert Symonds was killed on July 15, 1944, at the fierce
battle for Caen, just after the
Normandy landings in France that began the
end of the Second World War. He was just 26 and left
behind a wife and very young daughter, Laverne, just over a year old. Laverne grew up in a small
market town in the shadow of Slieve Gallion, a
place called Cookstown. She was raised
by her mother,
Gertrude Symonds, and her grandmother who were very protective
of her welfare. They lived in a
terrace house on the west side of Oldtown
Street in Cookstown and, when she was old enough, Laverne
attended the Rainey Endowed School in Magherafelt. There, in the autumn
of 1958, I first became
aware of this skinny girl with the sultry smile.
I was infatuated by her languid sexuality and in a few
months we
became high school sweethearts. She was the only woman with whom I had a
significant
relationship before I met my wife and that was several years
later, after I had left high school. Laverne
and I
had a mercuric relationship, sometimes on, sometimes off.
It seemed to me that she no sooner had
me in tow than she would
become interested in another boy. But we shared many special moments
whose memory could not but stay with me down through the years. I remember
one spring afternoon,
March 22, 1959, when we drove to Lough Fea and walked
and talked along the lakeshore and among
the neolithic gravestones.
A year later, at Easter 1960, we visited London together where she stayed
with
relations in High Barnet and I roomed in the YMCA in central London.
However, in the summer
of that year, our two year relationship came to an end
for, in July 1960, I met and fell in love with
Doreen.

Ballybriest neolithic cairn

In 1961 Laverne entered Queens University, Belfast where she became the
second woman in the history
of that university to earn a Civil
Engineering degree. I think
the last time I saw her was in 1962 when
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Doreen and I encountered her
briefly while walking along University Street on the Belfast campus.
After graduation she took an administrative job in a university library.
In Belfast, she met and married
David
Haskins, a teacher, and they had a son, Michael. After Michael's
birth
Laverne suffered severe
post-partum depression and never returned to work;
David believes she never fully recovered. She and
David were separated and
Laverne lived the rest of her life in Lisburn with
Michael while David moved
to a terraced house in Befast.
Michael became a musician, a guitarist with a group called
Maya.

But I knew little of what had become of her after graduation. There were
many moments when I
thought to make contact with her out of curiosity more
than anything else. But I could never quite
justify such a contact
as long as there was even the remotest possibility that Doreen
might be hurt.
Finally, however, in the year 2004, while visiting Northern
Ireland, I acquired David Haskins' telephone
number and called
him to enquire as to how I might get in touch with Laverne. He informed
me that
Laverne had died of ovarian cancer on July 11, 2004, just a month earlier.
After more than 40 years, I
had reached back a month too late.

Her son and her mother were with her when she died. She was cremated on
July 15, the date on which
her father had been killed.
Several days later, in accord with her wishes, her
ashes were scattered to the
winds at the Ballybriest neolithic
cairn overlooking Lough Fea. A month later I stood alone in the rain
and placed flowers on those
ancient stones. Flowers on the way to Slieve Gallion.
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CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING AND APPLIED SCIENCE 

Mail Code 104-44 
Pasadena, California 91125 

626-395-4117   FAX:  626-568-2719 

  Sep.10,  2004 

Dear Barbara, 

Doreen and I just returned from an extended visit to Magherafelt and I was reminded of you 
when I shopped in the clothing store that now occupies ‘’your ground floor``.  Finding your 
address on the internet, I realized that I would be near Guilford on the evening of Friday, 
October 22, during a trip to the east coast. It  would be lovely to see you (and Collin) again 
for a chat about old times. Any chance of getting together for coffee or dinner that evening?  

Hoping this is not awkward for you, 

Christopher E. Brennen        
Professor of Mechanical Engineering   
(brennen@its.caltech.edu)  



10/21/04 UA 192 LAX IAD T, BP 
10/21/04 UA 8089 IAD PVD T, BP 

10/23/04 UA 1923 PVD PHL T, BP 
10/25/04 UA 95 PHL LAX T, BP

It is my  speculation  many years later that I spent the day of 
10/22 consulting with Electric Boat in Groton, CT. And that I 
had dinner with Barbara in Guilford on the evening of 10/22. 
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When These Friends Get Together,
the Talk Is Rarely Small
By JOHN M. BRODER
Published: March 7, 2004

ASADENA, Calif. — Every weekday at noon, a group
of eminent scientists gathers for lunch at a round table

in the middle of the dining room of the Athenaeum, the
slightly musty faculty club at the California Institute of
Technology.

The group often includes two or three Nobel laureates
among the four currently on the Cal Tech faculty. The
professors are occasionally joined by Cal Tech's president,
Dr. David Baltimore, who won a Nobel Prize in 1975 for
his work in virology.

On any given day, the
table might be, to
paraphrase John F.
Kennedy, one of the most
extraordinary collections
of scientific talent ever
gathered together, with the
possible exception of
when Einstein dined
alone. (Which he may

well have done when he lodged in the Athenaeum during
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Outer Banks, NC
This soundfront executive home,
in a gated community on Ballast
Point includes an elevator and a
game room.

View this and many other homes
in the Outer Banks on
realestate.nytimes.com.

well have done when he lodged in the Athenaeum during
a two­month stay on the Cal Tech campus in 1931.)

The discussions range widely, from the latest advances in
particle physics to the freshest campus gossip. When
Richard Feynman, the brilliant theoretical physicist who
died in 1988, participated in the lunches, fellow faculty
members and graduate students hovered around the table
hoping to snare one of his place­mat doodles as a
souvenir.

The Cal Tech discussions could be compared to the
celebrated Round Table at the Algonquin Hotel in New
York, where leading literary wits of the 1920's traded
quips and well­crafted insults.

But the round table at the Athenaeum is a more sober and
discursive affair. The discussions are notable for their
spirit of inquiry, lack of intellectual pretension and
absence of verbal one­upmanship.

On a recent Thursday, Dr. Baltimore joined seven senior
faculty members around the table for a lunch of salads and
light sandwiches. They drank nothing stronger than iced
tea and lemonade.

The participants ranged in age from 49 to 90 and among
them had hundreds of years of scientific expertise. They
wore thick­soled shoes and tweed sport coats and sweaters
that were probably older than most of their students.

Much of the discussion centered on the Rover expedition
to Mars, run from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, which
Cal Tech operates in conjunction with the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

"Supposing they find water; does this change the whole
picture of life in the solar system?" asked Francis Clauser,
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a 90­year­old emeritus professor of engineering and
aeronautics and an amateur yacht designer.

Dr. Baltimore, 65, whose biological research has led to
significant advances in cancer and AIDS treatment,
replied: "There is no certainty that the existence of water
means the existence of life. The other way around is
probably true, though."

The curious Dr. Clauser inquired, "Would you expect to
find fossils of some kind?"

"That's a lot to ask," Dr. Baltimore replied. The
conversation then turned to fossil formation and lipid
envelopes of various thicknesses, way beyond the ken of a
fly­on­the­wall newspaperman.

Scott Fraser, a professor of biology and at 49 the youngest
member of the group, piped up with a provocative
question about the interplanetary travel of early life forms.

"What is the possibility that life on Earth started on Mars
and was seeded here from asteroids?" he asked.

"Conditions for evolution of life on Mars may have been
better than on Earth at one time," Dr. Baltimore said.

"That's still pretty speculative," interjected Prof.
Christopher Brennen, 62, an Irish­born mechanical
engineer and an expert on cavitation and bubble
dynamics.

"If they find life on Mars, it's sure going to stir up the
religious community," Dr. Clauser said.

The conversation then turned to more earthbound
concerns — the conflicts in Northern Ireland and the
Middle East, Iraq and Afghanistan. Prof. Jack Richards, a



73­year­old biochemist, noted that Dr. Clauser had
traversed "nearly every square foot of the planet, most of
it in a Volkswagen." Dr. Clauser drove over the Khyber
Pass into Afghanistan when the Russians still occupied
the country and he was in his 70's.

"I thought I was crazy," Dr. Brennen, an avid mountain
climber, said under his breath.

The discussion then took a detour through the landscape
of American politics, an area where the professors had
decidedly less expertise than they did in fluid dynamics
and molecular biology. The conversation could have been
overheard in any hotel bar or student lounge.

"Is Bush going to hold on to Cheney?" asked Robert
Christy, 87, a leading researcher on the Manhattan Project
and an emeritus professor of theoretical physics.

"Bush is going to need a scapegoat," Professor Brennen
said.

Dr. Richards chimed in. "I think Kerry­Edwards is a very
formidable ticket," he said.

Talk then circled back around to the American space
program, and to President Bush's recent announcement of
a new round of manned planetary exploration. The
professors were skeptical.

Professor Fraser noted that the Mars expeditions had
already produced huge scientific gains without risking
human life or the expenditure of the hundreds of billions
of dollars required for the safety systems needed for
manned space excursions.

"Here they have amazing success with unmanned
programs and all they want to talk about is manned



missions," he said. "When you compare the bang for the
buck you get with unmanned programs. . . . "

"I think part of it is based on the prospect of the Chinese
landing on the moon," Dr. Brennen said. "I think there's
political pressure behind this."

Nelson Leonard, 87, a faculty associate in organic
chemistry, said he had seen a number of undergraduate
applicants to Cal Tech who said they hoped to travel to
Mars someday.

The adventurous Dr. Brennen said that he would go to
Mars. He was asked if he would go if he knew he could
not come back.

"I still want to go," said Professor Brennen, the
mountaineer. "The highest mountains in the solar system
are on Mars."
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