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March 2002

In March 2002, I joined a group of Caltech students associated with
the Caltech Y on a trip to the Navaho Indian Reservation near
Bluff, New Mexico. The purpose was to give the Navaho houses in
the village a new coat of paint. I also visited several of the local
historic sites.

I drove my own vehicle there and stayed in a nearby motel.
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May 27, 2002: Flew UA120 from LAX to Chicago

Lecture Tour of Midwestern Universities including University of
Michigan , Michigan State University, Notre Dame, Purdue, University
of Minnesota, University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, etc.

May 22, 2002: Flew UA5824 from Bloomington, Illinois to Chicago
and UA815 from Chicago to LAX
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LAKE POWELL 2002

In June 2002, the family rented a houseboat on Lake Powell and ate, slept and swam on the boat for about 5 days. The family consisted of Dana and her
children, Quinn and Gavin, Kathy and her children Troy and Payton as well as Doreen and myself. We also rented a small motorboat with which we explored
various narrow canyons and a natural bridge. On the drive to Lake Powell, Doreen and I visited Zion National Park and Antelope Canyon. After the voyage,
we stopped briefly at the Grand Canyon and stayed for a few days in a hotel in Phoenix, Arizona.

4 N klj \ ’l 4
Zion National Park

Antelope Canyon
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YOSEMITE

In July 2002, we took John and Angela Earls with us to visit Yosemite National Park. We drove north on 395 and entered the Park
from the east over the Tioga Pass.

Yosemite National Park
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Europe, Aug./Sep. 2002. C.E.Brennen
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Thurs. Aug.22 LAX-LHR UA934 LAX 4.10pm - LHR 10.25am

Fri. Aug.23 Arrive LHR 10.25am.
Depart BA728 LHR 12.45pm - Geneva 3.30pm
Rent car. Stay Novotel Geneva Airport

Sat. Aug.24 Drive towards Barga though Switzerland, North Italy
Stay along route

Sun. Aug.25 Evening: Conference Start. Stay Barga
Mon. Aug.26 Conference. Stay Barga
Tues.Aug.27 Conference. Stay Barga
Wed. Aug.28 Conference. Stay Barga
Thurs.Aug.29 Conference. Stay Barga
Fri. Aug.30 Drive Barga - Geneva. 7.00am - 2.00pm

D: Geneva BA729 4.20pm - 5.00pm LHR. BM92 7.35pmLHR -
8.50pmBHD

C: Geneva 3.18pm - 6.43pm Zermatt. Stay Zermatt.
Sat. Aug.31 C. in Zermatt. Meet Doug at Zermatt station
Sun. Sep.1 Hike to Hornli Hut. Stay Hornli Hut
Mon. Sep.2 3.00am: Start climb. Return to Hornli Hut. Stay there
Tues. Sep.3 Descend to Zermatt. Train to Geneva Airport.
Wed. Sep.4 C: Geneva BA743 2.35pm - LHR 3.25pm. BM78 LHR 6.15pm -
7.35pm BFS
Thurs. Sep.5 Northern Ireland. Stay with Mike and Jaqui Mills.

Phones: Mills: ©11-44-2892-629854

Michael Brennen: ©11-44-2825-898575
Colin Brennen: 011-44-2870-833029

Fri. Sep.6 N.TI.
Sat. Sep.7 N.I.

Sun. Sep.8 N.I.



Mon. Sep.9 N.I.

Tue. Sep.10 BFS BM71 BFS 7.00am - LHR 8.30am
LHR 10.00am - LAX 1.15pm
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ITALY 2002

Europe, Aug., Sep. 2002.

Check at 1-800-824-6200~ 9‘26 it quO

Fri. Aug.23 Arrive LHR 10.25am.
Depart BA728 LHR 12.45pm - Geneva 3.30pm
Rent car.
Stay Novotel Geneva Airport. Conf.No.:0422CHM502
Ds backup: UA18 LAX 10.15pm - NY - LHR 9.15pm on Sat.

|
|
|
Thurs. Aug.22 LAX-LHR UA934 LAX 4.10pm - LHR 10.25am (D. on wait)

Sat. Aug.24 Drive to Barga. 5hr drive.
Sun. Aug.25 Evening: Conference reception at 7pm. Stay Barga

f Mon. Aug.26 Conference. Free: noon-4.30pm. Stay Barga.
Tues.Aug.27 Conference. Free: noon-5pm. Stay Barga
Wed. Aug.28 Conference trip - 4pm (free to 8pm). Stay Barga
Thurs.Aug.29 Conference. Free: 12.30-3.30p. Talk at 4pm. Stay Barga
Fri. Aug.30 Drive Barga - Geneva. 7.00am - 2.00pm

D: Geneva BA729 4.20pm - 5.00pm LHR. BM92 7.35pm LHR - 8.50pm BHD
C: Geneva 3.18pm - 6.43pm Zermatt. Stay Zermatt Youth Hostel

Sat. Aug.31 Doug: AF337 Boston-Paris.
AF1642 Paris-Geneva Arr:9.10am Train to Zermatt

Sun. Sep.1 Hike to Hornli Hut. Stay Hornli Hut

Mon. Sep.2 3.00am: Start climb. Return to Hornli Hut.

Tues. Sep.3 Descend to Zermatt. Train to Geneva Airport.

Wed. Sep.4 Geneva BA743 2.35pm-LHR3.25pm. BM78 LHR6.15pm-7.35pm BFS
Doug: AF2043 Geneva 2.00pm - Paris

Thurs. Sep.b N.IL

Fri. Sep.6 N.IL

Sat. Sep.7 N.I

Sun. Sep.8 N.I

Mon. Sep.9 N.L

Tue. Sep.10 BFS BM71 BFS 7.00am - LHR 8.30am

LHR 10.00am - LAX 1.15pm
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ERRIGAL

Falcarragh. The name of this desolate little village in the extreme northwest corner of Ireland conjures up a host of haunting memories for me,
memories of a bleak rainstreaked landscape, of ancient Celtic tragedies and of a strange and impoverished people. When I was young my father and
mother, always adventurous people, would arrange to rent a cottage on the edge of one of the deep inlets along this convoluted coast. We would load
up one of our two cars with every possible kitchen and bedroom need and set off west from our home in Derry for the wilds of County Donegal. In
those days there were many formalities to follow at the international border just west of the city of Derry. Thereafter, as the landscape bleakened and
the roads became rough and narrow, we would travel beyond the reach of English hegemony into sparsely populated Donegal, "Dun na nGall" or the
"Fort of the Foreigners" (the name derives from the fact that the Vikings founded the town of Donegal).

But, of course, there was a substantial intermediate zone in which English rule held some sway and the market towns relied for their prosperity on the
economic giant to the east. Because of those commercial pressures, English had long ago supplanted Gaelic as the mother tongue. Only the extreme
northwest corner of Donegal, the area around Falcarragh, Gweedore, Gortahork and including Tory Island, was isolated enough to avoid those
pressures. There to this day, Gaelic is still the native language of about 30,000 inhabitants. The region is known as the "Gaeltacht" and its boundary
represents a distinct border within Ireland. If you drive from Dunfanaghy to Falcarragh, you will pass a road sign, "An Gaeltacht", marking the
boundary of this area.

None of the holiday cottages were in the Gaeltacht for that would have been too strange, too foreign. The closest we came was a very rustic cottage
near Dunfanaghy, a town remembered for its workhouse, one of those terrible places that were the only refuge for the starving and destitute created
by the Great Famine in the 1840s. Indeed the famine hit the Gaeltacht particularly hard because the poverty of that region left little margin between
subsistence and destitution. So at the height of the famine 600 starving and dying people were packed into the small workhouse buildings. Today the
workhouse is a tourist attraction that tells the wrenching story of "Wee" Hannah Herrity. Born in Falcarragh about 1835, Hannah had to deal with an
abusive stepmother after her mother died in childbirth during the famine. Escaping from that torment, Hannah wandered from place to place in
northwest Donegal. Without any home she found temporary employment and shelter on several farms before illness gave her no alternative but the
confines of the workhouse. Somehow she survived and spent many years roaming the roads as a beggar. Finally, late in life, her plight came to the
attention of a Mrs. Law, wife of the local MP, who had a small cottage built for Hannah. The entire community rallied round to equip the one-room
cottage with the essentials and provide Hannah with a moment of real joy. Hannah died in her cottage at the age of 90. The story presented in the
tourist tableau is in Hannah's own words, and it reaffirms one's conviction that though the policy of the English Government toward the famine may
have been understandable, it was unforgivable.

When we holidayed there it was a sparsely populated region and one of great natural beauty. Most of the population lived in a narrow coastal strip.
The hinterland consisted of windswept heaths, lakes and dramatic rocky uplands. Towering over the Gaeltacht is the highest mountain in Donegal, a
steep-sided quartzite cone called Errigal whose scree slopes rise dramatically above the heather-coated uplands just inland from Falcarragh. My
father loved to explore this rugged landscape though I can recall the apprehension with which he crossed into the Gaeltacht. Once in Falcarragh he
would find the little dirt road that led inland to skirt the slopes of Errigal. He would follow that a few miles to the tiny hamlet of Dunlewy on the
shores of a lovely tree-lined lake. The valley beyond Dunlewy Lake presented a delightful panorama known as the Poisoned Glen, always a place of
mystery, in part because of the name and in part because no road penetrated it. Many years later when I tried to find the origin of the name, I was not
surprised to uncover a multitude of explanations. Perhaps the least attractive was the claim that the Glen was once home to a toxic plant, Irish Spurge
Moss or "Euphorbia", that exuded a poisonous sap and polluted the water of the glen. As evidence these reports point to the absence of birds and the
resulting profusion of insect life during the summer months. A much more likely explanation is that the Irish word for poison, "neimhe", is only one
letter different from the word for heaven, "neamh". It is said that the glen used to be called the "Heavenly Glen" by the local people and that the
mapmaker (English of course!) screwed up. But the explanation favored by most people, tells the story of Balor, a king on Tory Island, and his
beautiful daughter. So beautiful in fact that Balor felt compelled to imprison her in a tower so that she would not come within sight of men. But the
fame of her looks spread and men came from far and wide to attempt to see and woo the beautiful princess. Eventually, one gallant succeeded in
capturing and spiriting her back to the mainland, up into the mountain fastness around Errigal. Balor followed the pair across the sea and up the
valley into the Poisoned Glen. There he killed the captor with a giant stone that now stands at the entrance to the Glen. That stone is said to be the
evil, or "poisoned" eye of Balor. And hence the Poisoned Glen.

o 1 »

Clouds shroud the peak of Errigal

Ruined church overlooking Dunlewy Lﬁke

At the end of the road at the entrance to the Poisoned Glen and just past Dunlewy village stand the mute ruins of a church. The walls of this haunting
edifice are still complete. Indeed the white marble of which it was built was quarried just a few hundred yards away; the marble glows in the soft
Irish light. Adding to the mystery, the adjacent graveyard contains a single gravestone. Unlike the Glen one can find few willing to offer explanations
for the demise of this church. At one time it served as the local parish church and was thus part of the English establishment. Some may suggest that
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9/18/21, 10:47 AM Travels - Christopher E. Brennen

it was abandoned for the want of a congregation. Others will point to the new church built further down the valley after the old church became a ruin.
Few will venture near the old church for it is said to be haunted. If it was burnt down in a fit of anger by a crazed survivor of the workhouse, many
would know but none would tell. But it's mute and haunting testimony is inescapable.

Perhaps it is not surprising that these hosts of memories keep drawing me back to this enchanted place. In previous years I had splashed my way up
into the Poisoned Glen, hiking to its glacier-sculpted head. In the year 2002, I returned, this time for a symbolic pilgrimage to the summit of Errigal. I
drove through Falcarragh early one Sunday morning when not a soul was stirring and found the now-paved road that leads up to Dunlewy. Errigal
loomed on the left and Dunlewy Lake slipped by on the right as I approached the Poisoned Glen. The road now continues to climb past Dunlewy (the
village is down a narrow side road) and past the entrance to the Glen, headed for a saddle that lies to the south of Errigal. I stopped short of the saddle
at a small trailhead parking area (elevation 776f%) on the left side of the road about 4m from the N58/R251 intersection.

The route to the summit View from the summit

The route up the southeast ridge of Errigal is clearly evident from the trailhead and begins with a hike up through the boggy heather on the left side
of a small stream. The going here is very wet and mushy. After about half a mile, you veer left and follow braided trails through the heather heading
for the obvious rocky trail on the slope ahead. Once there, you transition to a steep rocky trail that follows the southeast ridge of the mountain. Views
open up of Croloughan Lake across the other side of the valley saddle and of the Poisoned Glen off to the south among the Derryveagh mountains.
Beyond the Derryveagh range is Glenveagh National Park, previously the domain of the English landlord John Adair who, in 1861, evicted 244
tenants and cleared the land so as not to mar the views on his estate.

As you move onto the apex of the southeast ridge, the landscape to the east and north also comes into view with Altan Lake far below between
Errigal and the summit of Aghla More (/916ft). Muckish Mountain (2197ft), the site of an annual barefoot pilgrimage on St. Patrick's Day, is a little
further away beyond Aghla More. As you near the summit of Errigal, you surmount a shoulder where there is a large rock shelter and a cairn. From
there it is a short way up a narrowing ridge to the 2466/t summit of Errigal. In fact there are two sharp peaks on a narrow ridge 25yds apart, the trail
between them being known as "One Man's Path". Provided you do not find yourself in the clouds (often the case), the panorama from the top is
spectacular in all directions. Off to the north and northwest you will now see the Atlantic Coast and fabled Tory Island. It takes only about /Ar 15min
to reach the summit of Errigal and less than /47 to descend again.

If only it were that easy to right those centuries of wrong, or even to put them behind us. Like that /690ft hike to the top of Errigal, it seems like a
simple thing to do, to start afresh and build a vibrant economic future. To any experienced hiker /690ft is almost trivial. And yet when I climbed
Errigal a fierce cold wind was howling out of the east. | was barely able to put one foot in front of the other without losing my balance. And the rain
hammered into my clothes and face so fiercely, I could only with difficulty look up to see where I was going. I asked myself why in the name of God
was | continuing in the face of this maelstrom. And yet when I came to that summit ridge, the wind was miraculously gone and the beauty of the
world around me vindicated all my efforts. I could not help wondering whether Hannah felt that way about her cottage. As she said: "Deed aye, it's
the heart that matters".

Last updated 8/20/02.
Christopher E. Brennen
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JAPAN 2002

Fri. Mar.1
Fly UA897 from Los Angeles to Narita, Tokyo.

Thu. Mar.7
Fly UA890 from Narita, Tokyo, to Los Angeles.
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Mon. Sep.23
Fly UA897 from Los Angeles to Narita, Tokyo.

Valley just above Kamikochi?? Hostel at ??
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With Matsumoto on Hotaka summit. View of descent trail.
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The descent valley from Kamikochi.

Mon. Sep.30
Fly UA890 from Narita, Tokyo, to Los Angeles.
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ICEBOX 2002

One of the pleasures that remains long after an epic physical ordeal has passed is the sense of
comradeship of a challenge jointly met and safely conquered. There is something in the rawness of
the experience that strips away pretensions leaving a compassion that is revealed, shared and deeply
valued. It is as though the trust necessary for joint survival generates lasting momentum that, once
created, endures into lifelong friendship. So it was in Icebox, in the dark, in the cold, in the deep wet
pools that sucked out the last ounces of our strength and our bodyheat, one dark December night in
2002.

That December morning had dawned crisp and beautiful, not a cloud in the sky. The red and ochre
cliffs and canyons of the Red Rock National Conservation Area glinted in the rising sun, their deep
rifts holding promise of awesome vertical adventures yet to come. Just 20 miles west of Las Vegas,
Nevada, and within sight of that neon fantasia, the Red Rocks are a spectacular and convoluted
maze of interlocking canyons and sandstone bluffs, a wonderland that is surprisingly little known
outside of a group of local hikers and climbers.

We were three strangers. Myself an aging warrior of many outdoor adventures, trying hard to
experience all I could in the few active years remaining to me. Dick Shear, a former Los Angeles
County Deputy Sheriff and company executive striving to find a larger place in his life for
adventure and the outdoors. And Randi Poer, mother of three, finding a few moments of solitude
away from all that responsibility, moments to enjoy the wilderness and rekindle the spirit.
Somehow, circumstances had brought these three strangers together on this December morning.

We were part of a much larger group that had gathered for a weekend of exploring in the Red Rocks
area. Several hikes had been planned for both days. After two moderate adventures on the Saturday,
the evening discussion around the campfire focused on whether or not anyone wanted to face the
much greater challenges of Icebox Canyon and the huge wet rappel descent near the bottom that
involved at least one swim. Icebox had been listed in the agenda but the stories of a previous
descent in which Dick Shear participated had frightened off almost all the other hikers present.
Ominously, a professional guide from Utah who had originally considered going, backed out with
the comment that swimming in December was not his idea of fun. Only Randi and I spoke up when
a head count was taken. As always, I was spurred on by the stories, driven by the thought that I
might never have the chance again, that every opportunity had to be grasped and relished whether or
not the circumstances were ideal. Randi seemed driven by the same ghost though she would have
many more years than I to return to the Red Rocks. As one of the organizers, I think Dick felt some
obligation to accommodate our wishes, though I sensed a little reluctance on his part. Perhaps, in the
back of his mind, he suspected that he was setting in motion the wheels of an epic adventure.

We were very fortunate that my friend Troy Sette had volunteered to drive us to the trailhead early
the next morning, a considerable undertaking for the rough 4WD road from the Scenic Loop in the
Red Rocks National Conservation Area to Red Rock Summit involved five miles of rock-rutted
driving and more than 2000ft of elevation gain. Once there, we paused at Red Rock Summit
(elevation 6450ft) for a last equipment check and the statutory photograph. It shows three strangers
each standing a respectful distance from one another, each hunched up against the morning chill.
And then we were off, puffing up the trail toward the high ridge above us, loaded down with huge
lengths of rope. So loaded that it took us almost an hour to climb the 670ff through sparse juniper
forest to the ridge-top. The crest (elevation 7/20ft) arrived abruptly and we found ourselves
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standing on the edge of a great escarpment. Below us the sandstone was sliced through by a
spectacular maze of dramatic red and white canyons, a vertical world of stark and sheer slickrock
with huge drop-offs in every direction. Rising above these, its white rock striking in the morning
sun, was the great block of Bridge Mountain, another marvellous hike in this wonderland of rock.

2 R I R ot e
View down into Icebox Bowl Upper Icebox Canyon

Veering north along the ridge for about a quarter of a mile, we came to a promontory with a
spectacular overlook of the great slickrock bowl at the head of Icebox Canyon. Beginning about
400ft below us, the Icebox bowl funnelled down into a deep canyon leading, eventually, to the
desert about a mile and a half away. Our spirits lifted by this awesome prospect and warmed by the
sun reflecting off the slickrock, we descended an easy earth slope through small juniper trees
heading directly for the bare slickrock on the right side of the bowl. In a few minutes we were
standing on the edge looking down into the great bowl, plotting the course of our descent down to
where it funnelled into the canyon far below us. We would have to choose our course carefully to
ensure there were tree anchors where we needed them and, as far as possible, avoid the sheets of ice
that coated the bowl in places. Then we edged over the rim, downclimbing the steep cliff over
broken rock and ledges, heading for patches of trees and then descending by two rappels of 100ft
and /30ft to a broad ledge with an awesome view down into the upper part of Icebox Canyon.
Contouring left we reached the streamcourse and the base of the bowl, some 500ft below the rim,
after 3hr 45min of hiking.

This short traverse brought us to the start of a section of downclimbing in which several detours into
the brush on the left of the gully were neccessary. Then we climbed down into a bedrock channel
where, at an elevation of 6300ft, there were two rappels in the streambed, a 60f¢ drop from a boulder
anchor on the right side and then a short 20f# descent from a webbing anchor under a large
chockstone in the center of the channel. More downclimbing in a steep canyon stream course
followed, before we came to the first of two class 4 downclimbs, a tricky 30ft descent on the left
side of the canyon followed shortly thereafter by a similar 35ff downclimb also on the left. This is
where Randi showed her climbing ability; together she and I manhandled the heavy rope-filled
backpacks down these steep downclimbs. And just a little later at an elevation of 5590/t we arrived
at a 50ft drop into a large round pool about knee-deep. Anchored by a large tree on a shelf to the
right, we rappelled down onto a ledge about 2ft above the water. From there Randi found a way to
avoid wading in the water by climbing along small ledges on the right side of the pool.

This is a beautiful section of the canyon where the stream wanders down lovely sculpted and
scoured sandstone bedrock. Though still huge and vertical, scattered pine trees prospering in cracks
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in the slickrock soften the landscape and provide shade and shelter. But the canyon continues to
narrow, and, after more downclimbing, we arrived 5400ft and 7hr 40min from the start at a 20ft
rappel around a large canyon blocking chockstone with much overhang.

We were now approaching the major physical challenge in Icebox Canyon, a huge vertical rappel
preceded by a pool that had to be swum. Before that, at 4990/t and 8.5Ars into the hike, we came to
a 40ft two stage waterfall, a small but deep hanging pool about /0ft below the lip followed by a 30ft
drop into a waist-deep pool. The short winter daylight was now fading quickly and we decided to
pause and take time to prepare ourselves as best as possible for the challenges ahead. Dick had a
drysuit; Randi and I had wetsuits though mine was only a "shortie" and I supplemented it with
raingear that I duct-taped to my ankles, wrists and waist. Dick had also loaned me a pair of
neoprene gloves. Thus attired and helmeted with headlamps attached we descended the two-stage
waterfall using a tree high on the left as the rappel anchor. I was the first to get wet in the waist-deep
pool at the bottom and my feet were already beginning to get very cold before we resumed our hike
down the canyon. It was just a short step to the first place where swimming was neccessary; a /0ft
slot that we chimneyed before a /0yd swim.

=
The big rapp

i

el Below the big rappel

Just below this we finally arrived (at 4920ft, 9hrs and 2.3m from the morning start) at the top of the
grand challenge, first recognized by the large dead tree propped up against the right-hand wall of the
canyon about 30ft from the top of the descent. This tree provided a solid anchor for the rappel; to an
existing webbing wrap that stretched to a quicklink at the edge of the drop, we added a backup
length of webbing. From Dick's previous descent we knew that at least 200ft of rope would be
needed to reach the bottom. We had two ropes, a huge 340ft length and a 240ft piece; we set up a
single strand rappel with the longer rope and deployed the shorter one as a recovery line. I had
volunteered to go first; Dick would go down last, his duty being to manage any emergencies that
might arise. Without further delay (for I was getting colder by the minute), I rappelled down a steep
15ft slot into the deep pool and, still on rappel, vigorously swam /0yds across the pool to the
smooth lip at the far end. The lip was broad enough to allow me to stand safely and I quickly fed the
main and recovery ropes over the edge and down into the abyss. Below I could see nothing but a
pitch-black emptiness. I slipped over the edge (using my famous slide entry to a rappel) and began
the vertical descent. There is always a moment of apprehension at the top of a rappel before you get
into a comfortable rhythm of descent. Fortunately this came quickly, and after about 30ft I began the
long free rappel down across the face of a huge cave (the "Icebox") where the sandstone is
massively undercut. It was an out-of-body experience, floating in the air surrounded by pitch-black
darkness, my headlamp only dimly capable of detecting the great sandstone walls far beyond my
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reach while the trickling water of the stream drenched me from above. It seemed ages before I came
to land on some steep and wet rock steps just above a large deep pool. Here I had assumed I would
come to the end of the rappel. But in the darkness and cold, I could see no way to bypass the pool,
no alternative but to swim yet again. With some consternation I thrashed my way across the /0yd
pool only to peer down another /0ft drop into yet another pool. At this point the cold had begun to
seriously affect my strength and agility but there was only one way to go. I half-waded, half-swam
the second pool only to find myself at the top of yet another 50f# drop that ended in a third pool. On
rappel again and at the end of my strength, I slid my way down the 50ft drop and waded across the
pool to a beach. Only 5 extra feet of rappel rope trailed in the last pool; there was no sign of the
recovery rope.

I knew that I had to get the wet clothing off as soon as possible. I had to find some way to warm up
before hypothermia set in; my feet were particularly painful and I regreted not making an effort to
borrow a pair of neoprene bootees. Even though the gloves had kept my hands quite functional, it
was particularly difficult to find and grasp the ends of the duct-tape, so as to remove the rain gear.
Eventually and with much trembling I managed to undress, to don a dry tee shirt, a pair of long
johns and a fleece jacket and to begin to warm my core. Now, I turned my attention to
communications; a long whistle blast signaled the top for Randi to begin her descent. Then I forced
myself to put my shoes back on for I knew that was the only way my feet would warm. Stomping
around also helped.

I confess, I was so intent on my own predicament, that I was only dimly aware of the spot of light
high overhead as it slowly descended. I think I yelled directions and encouragement at Randi, but I
am not sure. Soon she was down and we both communicated with Dick over the radio. Randi also
hastened to change into warm clothes but both of us were in no fit state to mount any rescue should
Dick need help. We decided to light a small fire. Randi found some kindling and small logs and I
soon had a very welcome fire burning. Overhead Dick's light seemed very dim as he rappelled
through space. When he reached the bottom of the free-rappel, he tried heroically to adjust the ropes
so as to allow rope recovery when he got to the bottom. But the total rope length was inadequate
and it took some time before we realized that there was no alternative but for Dick to descend
without any hope of rope recovery. We would have to leave them behind and hope to recover them
at a later date. Then, as Dick began his transit through the lower pools his light died completely.
Struggling mightily in the wet and cold, it took an age for him to remove the batteries from his radio
and, using only feel, to install them in his light. I still do not know how he managed it. Finally, we
all breathed a great sigh of relief as he made it down safely and we could begin preparations for the
hike out. By this time, warmed by the fire, Randi and I had recovered substantially and we were
able to help Dick get changed and packed.

As we started on our way down the canyon, it was a great relief to finally be moving again. Almost
immediately, however, we were unexpectedly faced with a small steep slot and a deep pool;
fortunately, Randi found a way around this by way of a high shelf on the right. Though some further
route finding was needed to negotiate other pools and boulders in the canyon, the trail gradually
became easier to follow and the trek to the trailhead became uneventful. It was now approaching
10.00pm, our travails at the big rappel having consumed several hours. Our minds naturally turned
to the next challenge, the reception we would receive from all those who would be waiting
anxiously, perhaps fearfully, for some news of our circumstances. We finally reached the Icebox
Trailhead (elevation 4300ft) after /4hrs on the trail; in that time we had covered but 3.6m of this
wild land.

It was the next weekend before Dick and I hiked back up Icebox Canyon from the trailhead,
carrying additional rope with which to complete the rope recovery. In daylight it was clear that there
was a downclimbing route that bypassed the pools below the free-rappel but it would have been
almost impossible to find it in the dark unless one were familar with the territory. We had little
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difficulty with the rope recovery and were able, while we were there, to clear up the remains of the
fire that had been so important to us the previous weekend.

Despite the pain of the cold, it had been a wondrous adventure in a spectacular place. I shall always
remember descending into that pitch-dark abyss with my headlamp bouncing patches of dim light
off distant slickrock. But, most of all, I will remember the quiet competence of my two companions
and the teamwork that allowed us to overcome very adverse physical conditions without risk or
trauma. In the cold, in the wet and in the darkness, a special bond was formed between three
strangers, a bond created by the shared ordeal and cemented by the trust that we now felt in each
other's strengths. At the end we hugged and parted, each for the moment intent on pleading
forgiveness from those who had waited anxiously for our appearance. But we knew we would come
together again as treasured friends and, each time we did, we would talk of that fantastic adventure
in the "Icebox".

Last updated 12/23/02.
Christopher E. Brennen
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To all graduate students:

It is with deep regret that I
must tell you that as a result
of some health and other
personal problems, I have
resigned as Vice-President
for Student Affairs, effective
January 31, 2002. T will be
returning  full time to
teaching and research as a
Professor of  Mechanical
Engineering.

)

Having served the Institute and the students for over 12 years,
first as Master of Student Houses, then as Dean of Students,
and most tecently as Vice-President for Student Affairs, it is
not easy to withdraw from student affairs, but I can assure you
that I have no alternative.

Those 12 years have been an immensely rewarding
experience, one that will bring me remembered pleasure for
the rest of my life principally because of my interactions with
a truly remarkable collection of young people, graduate
students and undergraduate students. And I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all of those graduate students with
whom I have interacted over the past four years for the
thoughtful and constructive nature of those interactions. I
would particularly like to thank those graduate students who
have given so selflessly of their time and energy to the
Graduate Student Council, for that organization plays a key
role in identifying issues and programs that impact the quality
of life at Caltech for graduate students. I applaud their
important efforts and encourage other graduate students to
become involved.

Christopher Earls Brennen

Thank you Vice President Brennen
Jose Mumbru, GSC chair

On behalf of the Graduate Student Council, I would like to
express to Professor Brennen our gratitude for his years of
service as Vice President for Student Affairs and all the
excellent work that he has done on issues that are of extreme
relevance to students.

Those on the Board of the GSC that have had the opportunity
to interact with him can say that he has always been very
sensitive to students’ concerns and very supportive of the

student body. He has definitely understood the importance of
the word student in Student Affairs, and we in the GSC realize
that it will not be an easy task to find the person that will
occupy his position after the high standards set by Vice
President Brennen.

The Vice Presidency for Student Affairs is of critical
importance to students; the GSC has communicated to
President Baltimore our disposition to be of assistance and to
collaborate with other Caltech groups and administrative
bodies in the upcoming search process.

GSC News

Jose Mumbru, GSC chair

Technique Editor

The Technique is a guide for graduate students that provides
useful information about Caltech and life in the LA area. It is
published annually by the GSC and the Graduate Office at the
end of the summer. We are presently looking for an editor for
the 2002-2003 Technique. His or her job will be to update and
extend the information both in the paper version of the
Technique and on the web, in collaboration with the GSC.

Any graduate student can apply to be the editor. The
Technique editor will receive a compensation of $5000; this
amount can be shared with co-editors.

You can pick up a copy of the 2001-2002 Technique from the
Grad Office or view it online at technique.caltech.edu. If
you are interested or would like more information, please
don’t hesitate to contact us at gsc@caltech.edu.

Student/Faailty Conference

The Student/Faculty Conference is coming! Although initially
scheduled on February 1, it has been moved to Monday,
April 15. Classes will be canceled that day, so excuses like “I
could not go because I had to turn in the Ph125 homework”
are not valid.

The purpose of the Conference, sponsored by ASCIT and the
GSC, is to bring together students and members of the faculty
and staff to brainstorm on different aspects of student life,
identify problems, and find possible solutions to them. The
discussion has already started and you can be part of it. Visit
the Student/Faculty Conference web page at sfc.caltech.edu
and join any of the discussion forums.
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January 21,2002

On the way in, last Wednesday
morning, coming to work via
Wilson Ave, I suddenly became
aware of a stationary helicopter

“hovering in what, from where I
was, seemed to be the vicinity
of campus. I thought this odd,
but I did not get alarmed until I
got nearer, and realized there
was not just one, but two ma-
chines, suspended over Campus.

~ My first heart shrinking was that
they were checking on some
catastrophic event in the student
houses. But no, the machines
were really a bit West of

Wilson-That was reassuring!

That probably also indicated that

they were not concerned with
something on the Broad Center

construction site, which, when I

came up to it, was in fact aban-

doned in the rain. As I wenton I

saw that the clattering craft were
not waiting vultures attracted by
goings on in one of the Wilson
garages, or in the Catalina hous-
ing units. The closer I got the
less signs suggested a calamity.
There were no police cars, n
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Dean’s Corner

All about torches

by Jean-Paul Revel

taken up
by Gary Lorden,
Chris Brennen's immediate
predecessor in the job, who has
agreed to come out of adminis-
trative retirement to pinch hit
even though it meant canceling
other, long made, plans. And
lucky for us he is done with Ma
2
With the news of Chris' hang-
ing up one of his several hats, it
would seem appropriate to recall
some of the things he has done
up to now. You know of course of
his distinguished record in support
of the students, first as Master of
Houses, then as Dean of Students
and since 1998, as Vice President.
In last week's edition of "The
Tech", Jon Foster quotes house
president, Tory Sturgeon, to the
effect that "Chris is incredibly
kind and receptive and very un-
derstanding. Just an incredibly
sweet guy." Indeed. Yet most stu-
dents, although aware of him as
willing to be dunked wearing his
usual very proper suit and tie,
most students probably don't
know much about his life as a
Prof. Why should they know that
he is an internationally recognized
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My con-

cern that rainy morn-

ing on seeing those helicopters
poised over Campus was exacer-
bated by recent events in several
of the Student Houses. Particu-

larly bothersome in this regard is -

the decision by some students that
it would be fun to burn some old
Christmas trees in their court-
yards. Now we all understand the
atavistic pleasure of having a fire.
It sure is a lot of fun but, I hardly
should have to say that it can also

be incredibly dangerous to sur-
rounding things and people.
Whenever there are exciting, fun

. things to do, be they climbing

mountains or making fires, one
always needs to weigh the "fun"
against the possible conse-
quences. In the age of the Nean-
derthals of course, the balance
was on the side of having a fire.

" They only had to worry to place

the fire near the entrance to their
cave, to avoid being smoked out
and discourage wild beasts in
search of an easy and (I have read)
tasty dinner. So for them-no ca-
veats (ugh-). But Caltech houses
are not caves, nor do we need to
keep wild animals at bay. So for

us the balance is against having
fires in the entrance way or any-
where else (except a reasonable
fire in the fireplace). It should be
unnecessary to point out that py-
romaniacal activities put others in
danger. And it does not require a
great leap of imagination to con-
tend that putting others in danger,
is truly taking advantage of other
Techers. Don't torch the place,
don't!

A bientot!
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Jean-Paul Revel
Dean of Students
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ing units. The closer I got the
less signs suggested a calamity.
There were no police cars, no
fire engines, no flashing lights
around anywhere, no traffic
jammed up, no flares glistening
in the rain, no indications of any-
thing awry, in fact no other traf-
fic, no pedestrians huddling un-
der their umbrellas on the side-
walks. Now that I was right on
Campus I could tell that the
ships were not even police heli-
copters, the familiar small red
painted ones, but larger vessels.
The mystery was solved only
after a I got to my office. I was
relieved to find no flashing mes-
sage lights, no evidence of any-
things amiss. Before calling se-
curity I turned on the news and
luckily just caught the picture of
a torch bearer "just now" on
Lake Avenue in Pasadena, the
Olympic Torch being carried
through town on its way to Salt
Lake City. How could T have
missed knowing of this! What a

relief to find that my fears had

been for nothing! I really should
listen to the news in my car in-
stead of Boccherini.

My misplaced anxiety at the
sight of hovering helicopters has
its roots in things that are taking
place on Campus. Because of all
the concerns it is unfortunate
that Prof. Chris Brennen has had
to decide, for compelling per-
sonal reasons, that he must re-
tire from the helm of Student
Affairs at the end of the month.
A search for a new VP is, I un-
derstand, being organized. In the
~ meantime the VP torch is being

know much about his life as a
Prof. Why should they know that
he s an internationally recognized
leader in mechanical engineering
through his research on cavita-
tion? Or that, even while VP, he
maintained a very active labora-
tory? Of the 210 papers that he
has authored or co-authored in his
career, 31 were submitted or pub-
lished since he took the job as Vice
President. To put this in perspec-
tive, getting the data and produc-
ing 2-4 papers a year is consid-
ered a rather substantial output,
even for a Prof without adminis-
trative duties. Clearly Brennen is
on the high side of the curve. In
addition to his scientific contribu-
tions, he is an excellent watercol-
orist, and an avid outdoorsman.
He has found the time and the

energy to publish extensive and

very detailed mountaineering
notes based on his own climbs,
entitled "Adventure hikes and
canyoneering in the San Gabriels"
and "-.in the Southwest". He also
wrote "The far side of the sky" a
narrative of significant climbs,
including a moving account of his
ascent of the Grand Teton (see
www.dankat.com/history/
front.htm). The spirit of the man
comes through in two photos you
can see on the web, one of him at
the top of that peak last year
(www/dankat.com /swhikes/pho-
tos/phtet/.jpg) and another of him
wading in a stream at the bottom
of a steep rock canyon (-/swhikes/
author.htm). Thanks, Chris, for
your wise counsel and dedicated
concérn about the students' wel-
fare.
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Graduation Speaker

Freddie Prinze Jr.

YOU GUY5 PICKED
FREDDIE PAINZE JR?

e

NO! WELL, BALTIMORE
PICKED HIM.

| HEARD IT WAS A BET

50 NOW WE HAVE INTEL HOUSE,
AND STARBUCKS HOUSE,
ANQ THERE'S AOL-TIME

WARNER HOUSE

THEY RENAMED THE
HOUSES 8UT PION'T
RENNOVATE THEM?

SOME SORT OF
COMMITTEE SNAG?

e

N

DUDE, WE NEED TO GET BACK
| CAN'T WAIT TO TEL-
EVERYBODY ABOUT THE
New STAR WARS!!

\

=,

. e
I Y

HEY KIDS5!!
I'M LUCRSFILM'S GEORGE LUCRS!
.DON'T DO THAT GUYS!
YOU DON'T WANT TO RUIN
THE MAGIC FOR THE KIDS!!
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January 28, 2002

Letters to the Edi

Student concerns on search for new VP

The news that Vice President
for Student Affairs Chris
Brennen will be stepping down
from his administrative position
at the end of January for per-
sonal reasons, announced by
President Baltimore in a cam-
pus-wide email memo January
8, came as a shock to the under-
graduate student body.

While our first concern is of
course with Prof. Brennen and
his family and we wish him
good luck in his return to teach-
ing and research the challenge
that his departure leaves comes
at an especially critical time for
the Caltech community in gen-
eral, and undergraduate students
in particular. While we have ev-
ery confidence that Gary Lorden
will do a fine job as temporary
Vice President, the selection of
Prof. Brennen’s permanent re-
placement is an issue. of para-
mount importance for the under-
graduates. :

The Vice President for Student
Affairs is one of the only direct
advocates that students have in
the upper administration, mak-

ing the job key to ensuring a
continued high quality of stu-
dent life. Prof. Brennen was able
to perform effectively due in
large part to frequent commu-
nication with students and the
trust built up over more than
four years in office, not to men-
tion previous terms as Dean and
MOSH.

His rapport with undergradu-
ates is such that more than one
student I spoke with believed
(erroneously) that he must be an
alumnus, he understands our
concerns so well! Clearly a per-
son of similarly exceptional
caliber and dedication is needed
to fill this position, and I sug-
gest that this individual note
well Chris Brennen’s example.

Prof. Brennen did not need to
rely on committee reports or

vaguely worded surveys to find -

out what undergraduates think
about the issues he took the ini-
tiative in scheduling regular
meetings with ASCIT, the IHC,
and other students to hear it di-
rectly from the source. Spend-
ing time with the general student

population is a priority for him.
President Baltimore scheduled
one meeting with undergraduate
student leaders last spring, at
which not a hint of the coming
significant changes in health
care, parking, tuition, and the
housing system was heard. Prof.
Brennen, by contrast, has al-
ways been forthcoming and sup-
portive.

We call on President Baltimore
to ensure that students are well
represented in the process of pick-
ing a new Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs. At a time when stu-
dent-administration relations have
been plagued by an uncharacter-
istically closed communication
process (put plainly: we’re kept
in the dark as long as possible
about things like the parking is-
sue), this is a unique opportunity
for him and other administrators
to demonstrate anew their concemn
for the welifare of Caltech under-
graduates, and rebuild some of the
trust so recently eroded.

Joe Jewell
ASCIT FDAL
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Brennen stepping
down as VP for
student affairs

After four years as vice president for stu-
dent affairs, Christopher Brennen will step
down at the end of this month and return
to teaching and research in mechanical
engineering.

Throughout his 33 years at Caltech,
Brennen has been involved in improving the
quality of student life, not only as dean of
students and master of student houses, but
by serving on many committees during his
time as associate professor and full profes-
sor. In 1992, grateful students thanked him
with a bench situated between Ricketts and
Fleming houses.

Student Affairs includes a wide range of
offices and programs, from athletics, admis-

sions and financial aid to the registrar’s office

and residence life. The office of the vice

see Brennen, page 6

Br ennen, from page 1
president for student affairs oversees the
undergraduate and graduate deans, the
counseling and health centers, minority
student affairs, and other offices that pro-
vide services for undergraduate and
graduate students .

Brennen'’s immediate predecessor was
Professor Gary Lorden, who held that
position for eight years. President David
Baltimore has asked Lorden to assume
an interim role while the Institute
searches for Brennen'’s successor.

Lorden said that the position is one
with which he’s quite familiar.

“I really enjoyed the eight years as
vice president, but—no understate-
ment—I| was thrilled to return to the life
of a math professor at Caltech,” he said.

Although he had made arrangements
for a spring term sabbatical and an April
trip to Paris with his wife, Lorden gave up
those plans and agreed to tackle this
demanding job. He noted with pleasure
the prospect of working again with Assis-
tant Vice President for Student Affairs
Sharyn Slavin Miller, who has responsi-
bility for a large part of the organization.

“l expect to spend the next half year
working with Dr. Miller and my other col-
leagues in the administration to help
Caltech get through an important transition
period,” Lorden said. “I will help in any
way that | can to make sure that we keep
finding effective ways to address issues.

“There's a lot going on at Caltech, and
I want to contribute what | can, but obvi-
ously it will be up to Chris’s successor to
lead Student Affairs in establishing long-
term plans.”

Lorden had nothing but praise for
Brennen. “I greatly admire what my
friend Chris Brennen brought to the job
and what he has accomplished in four
years, not to mention the personal sacri-
fices he has made to serve Caltech and

our students.”
®
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Resignation Notes Jan.2002
sk s sk s o ok kKoK ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok sk sk s ok s ok

Thank you David. As some of you may have heard, on
Christmas Day I suffered a heart attack while visiting my
daughter in Philadelphia. For this and other personal rea-
sons, I regret very much that I have no option but to tender
my resignation as Vice-President for Student Affairs, effec-
tive the end of this month.

As I leave I would like if I may to make two brief remarks.
The first is to say again what you have often heard me say
in the past. Namely that the students of this institution are
one of the things which make the Institution truly unique.
And so, in the midst of budget cuts and belt tightening, I
would like to voice my continuing conviction that the very
best investement this institution can make is in its students.
In continuing to recruit, nurture and graduate the very best
young people in the land indeed in the world. You only have
to calculate the rate of return on Gordon’s education - or
Ben’s - or Bill’s - to recognize the extraordinary wisdom
of those investments. But the returns are not just dollars
- they are also in fundamental knowledge for have not the
students of this institution won more Nobel prizes than
the faculty? Students, graduate and undergraduate, are
the fundamental engine of research at this Institution and
their nurture is essential to the future of Caltech.s

And now before I return to my own teaching and research in
the Mechanical Engineering Department, I want to express
my deepest gratitude to the President David Baltimore and
to the Board of Trustees for allowing me the privelege of
serving this Institute and its students for more than 12
years, first as Master of Student Houses, then as Dean of
Students and most recently as Vice-President for Student
Affairs (I am the only person to have served in all three
positions). It has been an immensely rewarding experience,
one that will bring me remembered pleasure for the rest of

my life. Thank you all. And now I hope you will excuse
me for I must meet with my staff.



STUDENT AFFAIRS STAFF

It is with deep regret, that I must tell you that I have
just this afternoon informed the Board of Trustees of my
resignation as Vice-President for Student Affairs, effective
the end of this month. In doing so, I recognize that I may
cause you all some difficulties, and that I deeply regret. If
there were any other course open to me I would take it,
but I must tell you that I have no other choice.

It is my understanding that the President will shortly an-
nounce his choice of an interim Vice-President who will
serve during a selection process that the President hopes
will be completed by the end of the summer. However,
these matters are out of my hands. In the interim during
the next couple of weeks most of the decisions will be in
Sharyn’s capable hands.

I do not want to prolong this difficult meeting any longer
than necessary but it would be quite wrong of me not to
express to all of you my sincerest gratitude for all the help
you have given me during the past four years. It has been
truly my pleasure to have served with such a talented -
and often underappreciated staff. Thank you all from the
bottom of my heart. Know that I will always be a strong
supporter of Student Affairs and a fan of all that you ac-
complish at this special institution. Thank you. And now
it is time for me to go home.
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Reception to honor

CHRISTOPHER BRENNEN

Vice:PresidenT for Student Affairs January 1, 1998 - January 31, 2002

Wednesday, March 13, 2002
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Olive Walk
Refreshments will be served




I Corrocnily Senvice Activitie s HE

By Abel Bourbois, Senior in Applied Math, ExComm VP
& Niki Zacharias, Graduate Student in Chemistry

In 2001-02, great strides were made at the Caltech Y towards stimu-
lating interest in community service within the Caltech community. For the [irst
time, incoming students were given the opportunity to explore service during
orientation week. Instead of taking a tour of LA or visiting amusement parks, a
small group of energetic
students came out to serve
the community  with
Habitat for Humanity and
Rebuilding

Pasadena.

Together,

We also saw the
cmergence of  the
Community Service
Committee, a group of
grads and undergrads,
working to coordinate and Moka-A:Differanca Day
organize regular events
and outreach year round. During the year, Caltech students showed their com-
passion by voluntecring their tme at Union Station, Reading to Kids, and
Rebuilding Together, Pasadena.

In addition to these on-going programs, Fall term efforts included a
Community Service Fair. Fifteen organizations came to Caltech and provided
information about their services in hopes of promoting volunteerism and com-
munity service. During winter term, Caltech Y students volunteered to tutor at
the Boys and Girls Club of Pasadena to do science projects with the kids once a
month. The Y also welcomed a group of ambitious students from the Brooklyn
Boys and Girls Club to Caltech during the Spring.

Once again, a number of Caltech Y students chose to make a differ-
ence while having fun during the annual Alternative Spring Break which featured
two different trips. The first group of 15 returned to Tecolote, Mexico to work
at the community center. The second group of over 20 participants, traveled to
the Navajo Nation in Bluff, Utah. Jerry Houser, the Director of the Career

Development Center, joined us as one of the trip leaders. Professor Chris

Navajo Team

Brennen, and Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs, Sharyn Slavin-Miller,
also traveled to Utah to participate. The groups tiled floors, painted houses,
played games and did crafts with kids in the community.

Lucy Guernsey Service Award

Niki Zacharias, Chair of the Community Service Committee [or
ExComm, has been awarded the Lucy L. Guernsey Service Award for 2001-
2002. This award is presented annually to a member of the Y ExComm for out-
standing volunteerism.

Niki, a Texas native who did her under-
graduate work at Texas A&M, is a graduate student in
her final year in the Chemistry department. Niki has
been actively involved in numerous service projects
while at Caltech, and she feels especially drawn to
projects where she can see results and make personal
connections. She likes meeting and being involved

with the people she is helping through projects such

as Rebuilding Together, Pasadena or Union Station. - 3
Niki Zacharias

She also likes the regular involvement she [inds by

working on a weekly basis with children through the Boys and Girls Club.

Niki’s desirc to get others more involved in community service led her
to the Y where she has remained active because she enjoys meeting people with
interests similar to her own. ” There are a significant number of people who have
to deal with pover-
ty, hard home
lives, loneliness,
or sickness. To be
part of humanity,
you must try to
alleviate some of
their  burdens,”

says Niki.

“Community

Make-A-Difference Day

service makes you
realize that you are connected not just to your immediate family and friends, but

to a much larger community.”

The Caltech Y’s day-long volunteer marathon, Make-A-Difference
Day, was a huge success, bringing together some 114 students, staff, faculty, and
Caltech Y Board Members to work on 8 scrvice projects in the Pasadena area.
The events were diverse and gave volunteers the opportunity to connect with the
community through service.

With the successes of the past year, we can only hope that the upcom-
ing year yields greater participation for the Caltech Y as we seek to serve the com-
munity. The Caltech Y thanks all the organizations that worked with us this year.

We also thank all the coordinators of the above mentioned events.
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Hideo Ohashi, Dr.-Ing.

President, Kogakuin University
KOGAKUIN P.0.Box 13, Shinjuku Post Office, Tokyo 163—91', JAPAN . .
UNIVERSITY Tel.+81-3-3342-1211 Fax.+81-3-3340-3564 E-mail: ohashi@cc.kogakuin.ac.jp

October 17, 2002

Dear Chris,

Yoichiro transmitted your surprise gift to me. The book describes the
status of science of Japan around 1920’s and I found a lot of names that
are so famous and prominent here in Japan but all in histories. I am very
proud of being the forth owner of this book, following Martel, Housner and
Brennen, all star engineers of CalTech with world fame. Thank you very
much for your thoughts and kindness sent with the book together!

I am sorry to have missed the ceremony when you were conferred with
JSME Fluids Engineering Award. I returned from Rio de Janeiro on
September 29 and suffered 2 weeks long jet lag, the worst jet lag I ever
experienced. Brazil was too far for me. Yoichiro told me that you enjoyed to
be on the summit of Hotaka. Congratulations for your power, energy and
willingness!

My term as the president of Kogakuin University expires by the end of the
next March. I refused to be on the slate of the next candidate, and my

release from the duty is already fixed. I dream that a new world welcomes
me from the next April.

Sending my warmest greetings and wishes,

Your

/ww



STANLEY R. RAWN, JR.

53 FOREST AVENUE
oLD GREENWICH, cT 06870

TEL (203) 698-9515
FAX (203) 698-9519
rawnsr@aol.com

May 22, 2002

Mr. Christopher E. Brennen

V.P. Student Affairs

California Institute of Technology

108 Parsons-Gates, Mail Code 104-44
Pasadena, CA 91125

Dear Chris:
| want to thank you again for your help in sending me the statistics related to the current
freshman class. | thought you might be interested in seeing a COPY of my remarks at our

- 5Qth Reunion last week.

Again, many thanks!

Best regards,

Enclosures

im



50t REUNION May 16, 2002

lt's been said that “The best audience is intelligent, well educated, and a little drunk”. Tonight, | am
sure of the first two and hopeful of the third. It was almost 55 years ago when many of us met for the
first time — at Freshman Camp up in the San Bemardino Mountains. And now, here we are — a group of

“old people”.

Our beloved Alma Mater is also about 55 years older than it was when we first came here. But, unlike
us, its physical appearance has markedly improved over the years. Who could forget the much reviled,
infamous, ubiquitous ice plant that covered our campus, or those ugly temporary wooden buildings - T1,
T2, and T3, just east of the old Greasy Spoon? In contrast, you may be interested to know that a few
years ago, Caltech was given an award for having the most beautiful college campus in America. There

have been many positive changes over these last 50 years.

| am always a bit awe-struck when | hear some of the statistics of the entering freshman class each year.
| think you'll find some of these numbers interesting — they are courtesy of Chris Brennan, Former Vice-
President for Student Affairs. For those of us who might have felt that academic excellence peaked with
the Class of '52, Chris would tell us otherwise. He would tell us that the classes get smarter every year
—Chris would tell us that the current freshman class academically is the best class ever — Chris would tell
us that the current freshman class at Caltech is the brightest class academically at any university —
anywhere. The class consists of 210 students out of 3,365 applicants. The average combined SAT
score is 1508 out of a perfect 1600 — the highest ever (though only a few points above the previous
year). Of the 76 applicants with perfect 1600 scores, Caltech admitted only 45 — in other words, 41%
of those applicants scoring a perfect 1600 did not make the cut. (Fortunately, in 1948, as we all
remember, Caltech had its own custom-made entrance exams for us so we are spared any comparisons
here.) About half of the current freshman class were high school valedictorians. Of course, one notable

change is that 36% of the current freshman class are women.

-1-
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Not only does Caltech have the brightest students of any university anywhere, it can also claim to have
on a per capita basis — the best science faculty. We are all familiar with the impressive number of Nobel
Prize winners among (altech’s faculty over the years — and that no school has as high a percentage of
its science faculty that has been elected to the National Academy of Sciences. You may not know that
(altech’s faculty individually is the most successful faculty of any university in terms of dollars raised
from Federal research grants. Not only was the Caltech faculty out in front again last year, Caltech was

30% more successful than the second highest school - which happened to be MIT.

| was delighted when | heard that Professor Kent Clark was going to be here and speak to us tonight. |
can say without hesitation that | enjoyed Kent Clark’s class in freshman English more than any class |
had during my years as an undergraduate. A few years ago, Barbara and | had the good fortune 1o
have dinner with Kent and his wife, Carol — and to renew pleasant memories after so many years.
Though it didn’t come up that evening, | later recalled éri incident that typifies the man. It seems that we
had an English paper on “Arrowsmith” due following a long 3-day Spring weekend. | remember that |
spent the 3-day weekend down at Balboa — with no thought of the English paper that was due on
Monday, until late Sunday afternoon. Sitting on the beach, as the sun was rapidly sinking, | did the best
job | could under the circumstances. And under those particular circumstances, it seemed to me that
the paper definitely fell short. In desperation, | added a final paragraph: “Sun, sand, surf and beautiful
women are not conducive to concentration upon less interesting subjects”. The following week when |
got the paper back, Kent Clark had written a brief comment next to my final sentence, “You win — A+". |
still have that paper. Now how could you not be grateful to a Professor like that! | think it tells volumes

about Kent Clark — his empathy with students and his ever-present sense of humor.



50th REUNION May 16, 2002

As we all know, Caltech is a unique institution. There is no other university anywhere with its
combination of size and excellence. Dr. Baltimore aptly describes Caltech as a “National Treasure”.

Al of this is not to say that our Alma Mater is not without some special challenges due to its uniqueness.
Caltech’s Endowment, at the end of last year, was $1.2 Billion. Our peers — MIT, Stanford, Harvard, and
Princeton, for example — the colleges that we compete against for students and compete against for
faculty, have endowments that are more than 5 to 15 times larger than ours. Incidentally, last year
those four schools lured a total of 143 of the applicants accepted by Caltech, in many cases due to
aggressive financial aid packages. Dr. Baltimore has pointed out that Princeton, with an Endowment of
$8.2 Billion had an operating budget last year of $485 M. Caltech with a $1.2 Billion Endowment had
an operating budget last year of $452 M. In other words, because of the unique nature of education
and research at Caltech, it costs us almost as much to operate each year as Princeton, but our
endowment is only 15% as large. The challenges for our “National Treasure” are considerable — but its
resources — consisting of its faculty, students, friends, associates, and alumni are also considerable. |
think that individually each of us would agree that the "c'durse"of our lives has been changed and
profoundly influenced in a most positive way by Caltech. This is a very special place — an extraordinary

place - and we can all feel fortunate to be a part of it.
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On Behalf of Aneth Community, We Hereby Express Our Sincere Appreciation To

Chris Brennen

David Armet Lisa Fukni Helena Kanppila Daniel Wu

Jay Bartoff Michelle Giron Gerald Palmrose Phillsp Wong
Abel Bourbois Katie Homann Nick Tanushev Nathan Wozny
Oscar Jay Carlton Don Ly Liuke Voss Adriana Zeleska
Aaron Davies Emily Jobnson Lisa Wang Janet Zhon
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Chris Brennen Athena Castro Phillp Miller
Sharyn Slavin Miller Greg Fletcher Jerry Houser
Rebecca Houser

And the

Caltech California

For
Outstanding dedication and services for the Utah Dineb within San Juan County
The Twenty-Fourth of March through the Twenty-Ninth of March Two Thousand Two
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Speech for Dr. Brennen’s Celebration
March 13, 2002

Martha-Helene Stapleton

A few hours ago, I found myself thinking about the first time I met Prof.
Chris Brennen, and you know I couldn’t set my finger on any certain day or
event. But it didn’t trouble me, because of how easy it was to feel he had
been a major presence in my life at Caltech from the beginning—as a
student and a student leader.

When you think of Chris’ career as VP of Student Affairs, you can’t help but
think of it in very personal, face to face terms and moments. How he always
remembered my name, his tales of hiking and ticks, the firm handshake and
smile, the enthusiastic stride to and from Parsons-Gates in a navy blue
blazer. Chris emphasized the person in this role. And rare it was to find an
administrator as busy as he was, also with research and family, still in touch
with the everyday lives of undergraduates on the Olive Walk.

Chris’ youth and energy inspire many of us who worked with him. Not one
to be shy, even at Faculty Board meetings, Chris often presented student
concerns when it might have been more difficult for a student to say, and I
know that his role as an advocate for student issues will be missed by many.
It is my hope that with the hiring of a new VP we will still find, at the
forefront of the institute’s priorities, the quality of undergraduate life and
study.

And when I think of how I’ll miss working with Chris, how we will miss
him, it won’t be as much for the position he held, nor for the brief moment I
was able to enjoy a parking space as ASCIT president, which he fought for,
but for who he is in our lives. Ready to sit in the ASCIT Carnival dunk
tank, or lip syncing to the Rolling Stones’ “Satisfaction” with Dean Revel
during Pre-Frosh weekend. That charming, down to earth nature, and the
personal approach to his interaction with others, making us feel so cared for.

pesh wishes |
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students.

CHRIS BRENNEN STEPS
DOWN As VP FoR
STUDENT AFFAIRS

After four years as vice president for
student affairs, Christopher Brennen
stepped down in January to return
toteaching and research in mechanical
engineering.

Throughout his 33 years at Caltech,
Brennen has been involved in improv-
ing the quality of student life, not only
as dean of students and master of stu-
dent houses, but by serving on many
committees during his time as associate
professor and full professor. In 1992 ;
grateful students honored him with a
commemorative bench situated be-
tween Ricketts and Fleming houses.

Student Affairs includes a wide
range of offices and programs, from
athletics, admissions and financial aid
to the registrar’s office and residence
life. The office of the vice president for
student affairs oversees the undergradu-
ate and graduate deans, the counseling
and health centers, minority student
affairs, and other offices that provide
services for undergraduate and graduate
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Brennen’s immediate predecessor
was Professor Gary Lorden ’62, who
held that position for eight years. Presi-
dent Baltimore has asked Lorden to
assume an interim role while the Insti-
tute searches for Brennen’s successor.

Lorden, who put plans for a spring
sabbatical on hold to take the job, said
he was looking forward to working
again with Assistant Vice President for
Student Affairs Sharyn Slavin Miller,
who has responsibility for a large part
of the organization. He also praised
Brennen’s dedication and many contri-
butions during his tenure.

“I greatly admire what my friend
Chris Brennen brought to the job and
what he has accomplished in four years,
not to mention the personal sacrifices
he has made to serve Caltech and our
students.”

A search committee chaired by vice
provost David Goodstein, has been
named to select Brennen’s successor.
Committee members are Carolyn Ash-
Merkel, Kevin Austin, Roger Bland-
ford, Kim Border, Melany Hunt, Paul
Jennings, Henry Lester, Sharon Pat-
terson, Kerry Sieh, Martha-Helene
Stapleton, and Matthew Sumner. The
committee will be staffed by Miriam
Feldblum.

Calrech News




Professor Brennen, as chairman of the Board of Directors of the Graduate Student
Council, and on behalf of all graduate students, I would like to express our sincere
gratitude for your years of service as Vice President for Student Affairs and for all the
excellent work that you have done on issues that are extremely relevant to students.

I am sure that it is tremendously demanding to balance the job of vice president with the
academic duties of teaching and managing a research group. With all of these competing
demands, one could imagine the paradoxical situation in which the Vice President is so
busy working for students and their welfare that he has no time left to talk and meet with
those whom he represents. However, that was never the case with Chris, who always
managed to make time for students. He has been most welcoming in meeting with
student representatives, and he has always been one phone call away whenever we have
needed him. Although the post is described as a half-time position, he has proven to all
of us that it requires full-time dedication and commitment, as well as a full-time passion
for students.

People on the board of the GSC who have had the opportunity to interact with Chris
agree that he has always been receptive to students’ concerns and very supportive of the
student body. They have also been impressed by his ability to grasp the subtle, but
important, differences between undergraduates and graduate students. Chris had already
gained important insight into the undergraduate community through his previous service
as Master of Student Houses and Dean of Students; as Vice President, he also
demonstrated a great sensitivity to the needs of graduate students. He understood very
well the specific problems and concerns that affect each student group and worked hard
to represent the needs of both communities. Through his thoughtfulness and attention,
Chris has dignified the importance of the word “student” in Student Affairs.

Being the chairman of the GSC involves a number of duties, some of which are
gratifying, while others are merely necessary. It also has a few perks, and honestly, one
of the most enjoyable ones has been the opportunity to meet and interact with Chris,

either in the more formal setting of his office or through his informal dinner meetings.

All of us in the GSC realize that it will be difficult to find a new Vice President who can
meet the very high standards that he has set.

Dear Chris, it has been a pleasure to work with you.

Thank you very much from all the graduate students.
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