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ENJOY
THEM
AT A

DISTANCE

NATIONAL PARKS « CALIFORNIA

PARK BEARS AND
OTHER ANIMALS ARE
Wildlife. Do not get near wild animals even though
D A N G E R 0 U S they may appear tame. Some have become ac-
Don't encourage them to ap- customed to humans, but they are still wild and
proach. may seriously injure you if you approach them.
Park regulations prohibit feed- Regulations that prohibit feeding, teasing, touch-
ing or molesting animals. ing, or molesting wildlife are enforced for your

afety.
Stop cars in pullouts ONLY — el
not on roadwav.

SHORT-TERM ENTRANCE FEE SCHEDULE

TH|S WARNEN SEQUOJA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS
Er Code Rate
@ Purchaser and all who accompany him in a
private vehicle, per day $2.00
or
Purchaser only (entry by means other
o oy than, private yehicle), per day ... . .50
T OOR TR BN WS vy

Where overnight use is involved, this permit will be honored until noon
following the date for which purchased.
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areas. Before you arrive at Sheep Creek, named by early
sheepherders, look back to the north at the 11,000 foot
Monarch Divide. This ridge separates drainage areas for the
Middle Fork and the South Fork of the Kings River. At the
bridge crossing Sheep Creek, relax and enjoy the coolness of
this small canyon. Lookout Peak, 5 miles ahead, offers the best
views of the Cedar Grove area and the Sierra Crest. The area
west of the peak (Sequoia National Forest) has been logged in
recent years and is criss-crossed with logging roads. A few
hundred yards from Lookout Peak, Summit Meadow, just out-
side the park boundary, presents a fine wildflower display
during the summer.

@ RIVER TRAIL — Roaring River Falls, Zumwalt Meadow

Distance: (one way) Falls, .5 mile; Zumwalt Meadow, 1.6 miles
Time: (one way) Falls, 15 minutes; Zumwalt Meadow, 1-1.5 hours
Climb: Falls, 40’; Zumwalt Meadow, 50’; Type of Walk: easy
Trail Characteristics: open forest, shady, close to river
Starting Point: Roaring River Falls parking area

The short hike to the falls is one of the most attractive in the
valley. From the view point, only the lower third of the falls,
less than a height of 80 feet is visible. During years of heavy
runoff the river comes through the gorge and over the falls
with a tremendous roar. Even during dry years the falls are
impressive.

DANGER — THE ONLY WAY THROUGH THE GORGE ABOVE IS
IN THE TURBULENT RIVER BED, UNLESS A PERSON IS A
TECHNICAL CLIMBER WITH SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TRAINED
COMPANIONS.

The river trail to Zumwalt Meadow leads off to your left just
before reaching the falls view point. Early travelers used this
trail to reach the upper end of the valley. Along it you will
find a wide variety of trees and shrubs including oak, willow,
cottonwood, alder, pine, fir, cedar, mountain misery, manzanita
and a few dry area flowering plants. If you have not arranged
to have someone meet you at Zumwalt Meadow parking area,
retrace your steps for considerably different views.

ZUMWALT MEADOW TRAIL — Roads End

Distance: (one way) Meadow, .75 mile; Roads End, 1.1 miles
Time: (one way) Meadow, .5-1 hour; Roads End, 1-1.5 hours
Climh: Meadow, 50 feet; Roads End, 130 feet; Type of Walk: easy
Trail Characteristics: open forest, scenic

Starting Point: Zumwalt Meadow parking area

From the parking lot it is only a short distance downstream to
the riverbank where you first glimpse Zumwalt Meadow. D. K.
Zumwalt, a Southern Pacific Railway Company attorney, was
instrumental in having this land set aside as a forest reserve
in the early 1900’s. After an easy walk along the river you soon
reach the picturesque swinging bridge built in the late 1920's
by the U. S. Forest Service. Up canyon, beyond the river and
meadow, Glacier Monument rises to a height of 11,165 feet.
Cross the bridge and turn left. Soon the forest will be left
behind as the trail climbs onto the talus slope above the
meadow. The rocky trail, similar to many high Sierra trails,
rises high enough for good views of meadow, river and cliffs.

(6]

Below you, along the meadow margin big-leaf maple, cattails
and creek dogwood can be found. A return trail loops around
the meadow, skirting the river back to the swinging bridge.
The main trail continues up the canyon for 1 mile to the
Roads End parking area.

COPPER CREEK TRAIL — Lower Tent Meadow
Distance: (round trip) 7 miles; Time: (one way) 3-4 hours
Climh: 2,800 feet; Type of Walk: strenuous and steep
Trail Characteristics: hot and dry; carry water

Starting Point: Roads End, fong term parking area

This trail, one of the most strenuous in the Cedar Grove area,
leads to the northern portions of the Kings Canyon back
country. By a series of switchbacks, it climbs steeply up a
dry south-facing slope, covered with manzanita and mountain
mahogany. Good views of the glaciated Kings Canyon, Bubbs
Creek Canyon and Zumwalt Meadow may be seen after hiking
.5 to 1 mile. Just below Tent Meadow a drift fence keeps horses
and mules of back country travelers from returning to Cedar
Grove. Please close the fence gate as you pass on to the
meadow and Copper Creek. Many good campsites are avail-
able here for the hiker heading into the high country north
of the meadow.

PARADISE VALLEY TRAIL — Mist Falls

Distance: (round trip) Mist Falls, 8 miles; Paradise Valley, 14 mi.

Time: (one way) Mist Falls, 4-5 hours; Paradise Valley, 7-8 hours

Climb: Falls, 600 feet; lower Paradise Valley, 1,500 feet

Type of Walk: moderately strenuous

Trail Characteristics: hot and dry first two miles; switchbacks
above Mist Falls to valley

Starting Point: Roads End, short term parking area

The Mist Falls—Paradise Valley trail is one of the most popular
in Kings Canyon National Park. Each summer thousands of
backpackers travel this route to reach the high country. For
the first two miles, or until you reach the Bubbs Creek bridge,
the trail is hot and dry, especially during late morning and
throughout the afternoon. At the bridge, the trail forks. The
right hand path goes up a series of switchbacks 2 miles to
Sphinx Creek and on into the back country. Our trail continues
straight ahead for Mist Falls and Paradise Valley. As it begins
to climb, look for the many small cascades and waterfalls on
Glacier and Gardiner Creeks across the canyon. In 2 miles,
Mist Falls is reached. CAUTION — Slippery rocks — While the
flow of water over the Falls is at its peak in July, wet, slippery
rocks are common all summer. Beyond the falls the trail
continues up some switchbacks another 3 miles to Paradise
Valley. The trail, now in an easier grade, meanders through
the valley for 3 miles, eventually linking up with the John
Muir Trail at Upper Woods Creek.

National Park Service
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Kings Canyon National Park

Kings Canyon National Park
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THE ORIGIN OF MORO ROCK

Moro Rock is part of a massive granite ridge that extends across the
valley of the Kaweah River and includes the Castle Rocks pinnacles
and domes. Many of the large bodies of granite in this region have
rounded forms, and of these Moro Rock is an outstanding example.
Other examples may be seen at Sunset Rock and Beetle Rock at Giant
Forest, and at Little Baldy along the Generals Highway to Grant Grove.

The domed surface of the formation is somewhat scaly in appearance.

An onion-like structure of curving layers of granite enclose the solid
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